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It seems to be a historic predicament that a “crisis of
representation” in ethnography could occur in anthropology at all. If
“writing”  (representing) means purely “reproducing the Other,” or
just having professional introspection, the relationships among and
between subjects and objects will be severed in anthropology. These
relationships might be effectively re-associated by some new exploratory
writings in ethnography, which could not only study objects, reveal
the process of research, and discover the background information and
knowledge production of researchers, but could also offer the space
for audience participation in ethnographic narratives. In doing so, they
can make a contribution to escaping from the historic predicament in
anthropology. Chien, Mei-ling’ s article, “Transcription and Translation
of Hmub Antique Songs: A Song Master’ s Manuscript, Knowledge, Space
and Landscape,” makes such an effort. It not only discusses the song
master authoring antique songs and displays the process through which
the anthropologist writes an ethnography, it also explains the relationships
among antique songs, the song master and the anthropologist thoroughly.
It also offers readers an opening to participate in the ethnography.
Therefore, the theoretical breakthrough of this article is that in addition to

analyzing the local culture, Dr. Chien Mei-ling also reflects on the context
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and process of ethnographic research. In doing so, she gives the audience
the opportunity to critique the ethnography, by presenting and comparing
the roles of cultural translator, ethnographic author and ethnographic
reader, as well as the relationships among them, within a single article.
As a result, it is a creative endeavor to make an organic and integral
connection among and between subjects and objects emerge from the
representational crisis of ethnography. As a consequence, it finds a way to

escape the dilemma of postmodern anthropology.

Keywords: ethnography, crisis of representation, subject
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