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RirpEmEmaEaE [BE]?) HEAESUE, BRBRHAMIET K,
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BB EZ T ENBUATIRER G, PR, MM ohRtg s e
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e 66 NG MAR A, HREIEMAIE 43 A, 15 65%; BFE e 10
A, 515%; WHRKEMS A, h5%: MELAFEM10 A, 1515%.
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T R EER— (B A AR
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fRELLERrE, FERAE—EEEEAE (ethnic endogamous) #¥#8, fihiff
OSSR BAGR T LRV 2t ) A AR S PSR ARS8 . BRI (18] &
MARTRIENEHSR, BB [8M)] NEE, DENRASHNEA. BEAF
[l ], bR, ERRANKRESSCE, BRHLE (78] AARE
HERA, 2 [l H—#&K | FREAR (ins) KA, TEIRHLE 18] AR
[ H— 8%k ] BERIMR (outs) A, BEARKE, MEAERTEREB
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fill M1 A FISE N BTIRRE S FURAT B WM, ATLATRTIRL, B A R K
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51) AR AT A Fgast | (public discourse) FIl #4 TEm3kt ] (private discourse)
A E R E— S EEEA S, RS, FEHFAREE ST ERRMM
MIERIEIE R, WERARREE [AOHER] AIRESERERY [ B2 | f7EN,
HBRBEMM AR Twmil] dEhm, GEthss mHAEATSEER
ERREN AR ERER T RERS A IR AT RE—RIE— [#HEF
&) REK; TERET, MfIRGARREIEREROERER LAY (A8
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[E53848, [HREEREZES BN EZEMMCMBEENitgE, Fia,
W9 E R EE A ERFRE R T R B A IR B, —Eeok i (AR IR)
WEEE [k ] 1 [HERIR] AN, MM E R RERE A TR
A ARINRE, BEL, €t gEmh iR eERiTHRER
B BNSERE, FEEERESTHE, ERERETRREREBERIA, 7
AR EFEAHERE NS EEEH,
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%%, BEMENTEHRE, REAGEME TR BEALE. D EHEEEK
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AYEEBCRERNRHR, ERESCRERBTEENFAMEELE —EHS, £
£4E (Wang 1997:44) SRMFHEBEREHN, M-

ERMBER I AGEEITE S F 60905 0AZHF (veiled competition),
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BE —{E LB R R TR | B BR SR EEEIR ], SO ABBE
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FRAREENREMMRERECRREK, ER—AE [A%HL] THEM
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Mg REAMER RERLER] WAFEREEHENERTEIA, 1R
RoEERRL iR, WML EAHERELERHARREE EZHFFRIEL
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Rational Choice and Primordialism:
A Case Study of Ethnic Identities among the
Ersu of Sichuan, China

Wu Da

Department of Linguistics and Modern Languages
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

This paper focuses on the construction of ethnic identities among the
Ersu people, one of the minority groups of Ganluo and Yuexi counties in
Sichuan province. In the 1980s, some Ersu intellectuals made a request to the
Chinese state for the Ersu to be recognized as an autonomous minzu K&
— Ersuzu B%k % or Ersu nationality. Meanwhile, some other members of the
group insisted on being recognized as Zang i, or Tibetan, nationality. That
means there are two main factions among the Ersu: one faction wishes
to identify themselves as Ersu and another faction prefer to be Zang or
Tibetan. The Ersu faction wants to be classified as an autonomous minzu,
while the Zang faction wants to identify themselves as a Tibetan sub-group.
This paper examines the diverse views on choosing ethnic identities among
Ersu people. It discusses how they choose and construct their ethnic iden-
tities. It also shows that the state plays a crucial role in the people’s identity
politics. Seeking the best economic and political advantages, as well as a
better position in relations of power, Ersu people choose their ethnic iden-
tities rationally in diverse ways. At the same time, both factions agree that
they belong to same group— Perzii-Evsu (478 H —& %) group, which can be
understood as a Primordialis identity. This paper contributes to the ethno-
graphy of the Ersu as well as an understanding of state policy and eth-
nogenesis. It shows the relevance of rational choice theory in understanding
choice of identity among an ethnic minority in China. It also shows the
importance of cultural features or Primordialism in identity expression.

Keywords: Ersu people, Tibetan, rational choice, primordialism, ethnic
identity




