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Neighborhood Watch:

Pdwer, Conflict and Urban Local Politics

Ya-chung Chuang
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences
College of Hakka Studies
National Chiao Tung University

This article investigates urban neighborhood politics in Yongkang, west-
ern Taipei and how local power plays and competition impact community
development. This investigation proceeds from issues of personal choice,
organizational transformations, and informal social networks to explore
local rivalries and understand strategic decision-making and the idea of com-
munity over the course of such competition. Although rivalries often bring
out intense dislikes and taboos they must be considered in terms of a commu-
nity’s search for meaning; so the mutual implication of rivalry and the urban
community’s political economy is indicative of both individual and collective
emotions. This piece appraises the relation between local rivalries and com-
munity development in both a cultural and economic context.
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