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THE ORIGIN OF MAN IN THE LEGENDS OF
THE FORMOSAN TRIBES

(SUMMARY)
HSU SHIH-CHEN

A legend that tells about the birth of the first ancestor is common to all
Formosan tribes. However we can find various kinds of genetic legends side
by side among a single tribe: stone-origin, egg-origin and the snake-origin.
Most of the tribes report that they have more than two kinds of genetic
legends, while a few others possess only one kind.

The following study is based mainly on material contained in the Japanese
standard works on the aborigines as:

1) Sayama, Y. and Oonisi, Y.
Collection of the Traditions of the Formosan Aborigines, 1923, Taihoku.
2) Utsurikawa, N., Miyamoto, N. and Mabuchi, T.
The Formosan Native Tribes, A Genealogical and Classificatory Study,
1935, Tokyo.
3) Kozima, Y. and Kawano, K.
Banzoku-kanshu-chosahokokusho (Report of Investigations on the Aborigi-
nal Customs of Formosa), 1915-1922, Taihoku.
4) Sayama, Y.

Banzoku-chosahokokusho (Report of Investigations of the Formosan Abor-

igines), 1913-1921, Taihoku. |

The number of the legends for the 9 main ethnic groups including their
subgroups. are 153 in total. The author has arranged the material according
to 5 constituent elements of the different legends; locality, cause of genesis,
distribution of mankind, etc., and classified these into 4 types and 20 subtypes
according to the statement of the origin of the first ancestor(s) from stone,
bamboo, egg, snake, etc.

I. God descending from heaven,

(1) becoming the first ancestor of mankind,

(2) creating the first ancestor of mankind.

II. The first ancesicr was born from inanimate material,

(3) stone,

w179 o=
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(4) jar,

(5) smoke,

(6) from other material, as clay cr human shaped objects; the first
ancestor came out of a hole, of a mountain top, the bottom of a
pond, or from underground.

III. The first ancestor was born from living material,
A. plants:

(7) tree,

(8) bamboo,

(9) gourd, etc.

(10) batata, tuber,

B. animals:

(11a) origin from sun-eggs,

(11b) origin from snake-eggs,

(11c) from fly eggs and from other unidentified kinds of eggs,

(12) snake-origin,

(13) insect-origin,

(14) from animal excrement,

(15) from bird or wild-cat and dog in isolated cases only.

C. human origin:
(16a) origin from a piece of human flesh,
(16b) origin from different parts of a human body.
IV. Different origin for male and female ancestor,

(17) gourd and earth pot origin,

(18) stone and tree origin,

(19) egg and stone origin,

(20) stone and bamboo origin.

The accompanying map (see Pl. XXXIV) shows the distributions of the

above mentioned 20 types among the 9 ethnic groups.

The author further determines the most typical type of legend for each
tribe, and comes to the following scheme:

1. Atayal Tribe: a. Atayal subtribe: Stone-origin.
b. Sedeq subtribe: Tree-origin.
2. Saisiat Tribe: Origin from a piece of human flesh.
3. Bunun Tribe: Origin from animal excrements or insects.
4. Tsou Tribe: God desending from heaven creating the first ancestor of
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mankind.
Paiwan Tribe: Origin from eggs (sun-eggs, snake-eggs, etc.) or snakes.
Rukai Tribe: Stone-origin.
Puyuma Tribe: Stone-origin or bamboo-origin. |
Ami Tribe: God desending from heaven becomes the first ancestor of
mankind.

©® NS @

9. Yami Tribe: Stone and bamboo origin for male and female ancestor.
To which degree the myths of origin among the Formosan aborigines are
connected with any totemistic conceptions—so far only food taboos (dog,
snake) are recognizable—must be determined by further research.
In general it may be said that the legends of the natives of Formosa
find their parallels with various myths distributed over South-east Asia
and the Pacific Islands with which the author plans a comparative study.



