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HUMAN FIGURES WITH PROTRUDING
TONGUE FOUND IN THE T’AITUNG PREFECTURE,
FORMOSA, AND THEIR AFFINITIES FOUND IN OTHER
PACIFIC AREAS

(SUMMARY)
LING SHUN-SHENG

The present article has been written to describe the carved human figures
with protruding tongue recently discovered at T’aitung Hsien, the southeastern
prefecture of Formosa, and to trace their affinities in other -Pacific areas.

On my way to the Suqaro village of the Puyuma tribe in the Spring of
1956 to undertake an ethnological survey, I had an oppotunity glance through
the ethnological collections kept in the Provincial Library of T’aitung, and my
attention was keenly attracted by a carved board described in this article,
which measures 92 cm., in length and 84 cm., in width. On the upper one-
fourth of this board there are three human-head figures carved in relief, and
on the lower remaining part there are three full-length human figures. The
latter three are separated by a post, and the central one is holding a child.
All of these figures, except that of the child, have a tongue i’rotruding from
the mouth. These remarkable features put me in mind of those which appear
on the house posts and totem poles of the Maori of New Zealand and the
Indians of the northwestern coast of North America. Since there are no records
about this carved board kept in the Library, and no information about its
origin could be obtained from the neighbouring village at that time, I did not
venture to suppose that this was one of the cultural traits which indicates the
cultural contact between East Asia, Pacific and America.

In the close of the year, another ethnological field work was carried out
by the investigation party of our Institute in the same prefecture, and the
discovery of this kind of carved figures was made by one of the members
Mr. Jen Shen-min, in the ceremonial house of the Vavorongan (the chief of
the Chiovoali village of the Paiwan) family. They were two carved human
figures with protruding tongues found on a lintel over two house posts. The
figures are 16 cm., in height and 14 cm., (left one) and 13 cm. (right one) in
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width respectively. On Mr. Jen’s advice I went to the village and examined
them on the 1st of January of the following year, and obtained the following
results:

a) According to the Chinese historical documents, and the legend and
geneaology of the Vavorongan family, the ceremonial house in which the carved
figures were found was built nearly a hundred years ago.

b) The human heads with protruding tongues carved on the lintel are
believed by the family to be their ancestral figures.

c) According to Avang Vavorongan, the present head of the family, the
carved board kept in the T’aitung Library originated from the Taromak village
of this tribe. |

The above informations explain that the T’aitung carved board and the
Chiovaoli carved lintel are both the productions of the Paiwan itself. Some
characteristics of these two wood carvings are frequently found in the Pacific
area, and may be regarded as the cultural traits of the Pacific Cultural Region;
they are listed as follows:

I) The Protruding Tongue: The most important trait is the protruding
tongue presented on human figures. It is a feature of great note among the
Maori carved human figures (see Pl. VII-X). This feature also appears frequently
on the carved figures of the western coast of North America. Wooden carved
columns or totem poles from the northwest coast of the region as shown in
Pl. XIII:1 and a house post and face mask from Haida Indians of British Columbia
in PI1. XIII:2 exhibit this feature. In South America however, only one example
with a protruding tongue has been noted, which is the Mexican earth goddess

(Pl. XTIII:4).
The figures drawn on the silks (Pl. XIII:1,2) and the wooden statues (Pl.

XIX:3) unearthed some thirty years ago from the old tombs of the Kingdom
of Ch’'u at Ch’angsha have also protruding tongues. Their features closely
resemble those of the Ocean Gods known as marakihau (Pl. XIX:4,5) of the Bay
of Plenty district of New Zealand which have a long tubular tongue termed
ngongo. Moreover, the expression of a carved stone human head (Pl. XV:1)
found in the tomb is to be compared with that of the agricultural gods (Pl.
XV :2ab) and the ancestral figures carved on stone net-sinkers (Pl. XV:3) of New
Zealand. In the Indonesian region, this feature is found on the ancestral
figures of the Dayaks (Pl. XVI:1) and on those of the natives of the Nias Island

(P1. XVI:2).



SR AT NGO OR A ER S 90% H e VI

Rt S AR A R R

Rubbing of the wooden carved board in the Provincial

Library of T’aitung, Taiwan.
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1. KWEEilk Vavorongan S:2MESE (Z=H)

2. KMt Vavorongan ZR2ZHEE R

Rubbings of the carved lintel found in the ceremonial house
of the Vavorongan family, the Chiovoali village, the Paiwan tribe
Taiwan. (1) Left half; (2) Right half.
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1. Wil Te Awamutu HiJ5E5 ARG

1. Maori carved house, the Te Awamutu district,

New Zealand. (After Phillipps)

2. FPEI AR

2. Maori house, New Zealand. (After Angas)
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L AR L AU A s kL 2. Haida FHBZeANNRREL
1. Totem poles: left from New Zealand; 2. House pole from the Haida Indians.
right from the Northwest Coast Indians. (After Wingert)

(After Heyerdahl)

3. RIS Arpom vy EAG 4. SEPUTE AR
3. A Indian protruding tongue mask. 4. A Mexican earth-goddess with

(After Inverarity) protruding tongue. (After Wingert)
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4. EHANHEREm

1, 2. Tluman figures with protruding tongus drawin on the siilk from
\frer Yao)

the tomb of the Kingdem of Ch’u st (kengsha (A

RELIN i

3a. RIDI AR T 5 3b. JiEZ 5
3a. Wooden statue with protruding tongue from Ch’angsha.

3b. The reconstruction of 3a. (After Jao)
Ocean gods of the Maori. (After Phillipps)

4, d.
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1. Stone figure with protruding tongue from the 2a. R AEEm
tomb of the Kingdom of Ch'u. (After Jao)

2b. = AL 3. ERAUWMAHZIAET ALK
2 a, b. Maori agricultural god. 3. Maori net sinkers with protruding tongue.

(After Archey) (After Archey)



—

X VI LIBBHIIETHT) 45

1. Dayak AmEHAG 2. Nias BEHAMH
1. A protruding tongue 2. A long tongue figure T AG
figure from the Dayak. from Nias. (After

(After Schuster) Weeren-Grienk)

4. TPYEIAHERSEE 12 T AS
3, 4. Maori {igures with split tongue. (After Phillipps)
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II) The Split Tongue: The split tongue or double tongue is found on
the lateral ones of the three human-head figures of the T’aitung board. In
China, some legends about the split tongue have been told from ancient times
down to the Ch’ing dynasty. Among the carvings of New Zealand a human
face with the split tongue has been frequently seen: a carving on a storage-
house shown in Pl. XVI:3 and that on a house post in Pl. XVI:4 exhibit this
feature. |

III) The Three Fingered Hand: All human figures including the child
carved on the lower part of the. T’aitung board have only three fingers on
each hand and three toes on each foot. In the oracle-bone inscriptions of the
ancient China, the character ‘3’ (means hand) is also three-fingered. On the
older carved figures of the Maori (see Pl. XVII:1, 2) the same feature is revealed.

IV) The Joint Mark: A large circle known as the joint mark among the
carved figures of New Zealand is noted on each shoulder of the lateral figures
at the lower part of the T’aitung board.

V) Holding a Child: One of the full-length figures on the T’aitung board
holds a child in both hands as described above. The similar feature is common
in the Kwakiutle posts of the Northwest Coast, and the Maori house posts of
New Zealand.

VI) Patu: Many of the human figures of New Zealand grasp a patu in
the hand (Pl. XVIII:1). Although no such case has been discovered in Formosa
the fact that many stone patu have been unearthed from the western coastal
plain of this island indicates the coexistence of the protruding tongue figure
and this type of tool in Formosa.



