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, side view and the cover in the form of a curved snake.
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Spectmen (3), side view and cover,
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Specimen (D, side view and cover.
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Patterns from wooden carved containers.



WOODEN CARVED CONTAINERS OF THE PAIWAN TRIBE
(SUMMARY)

JEN SHIEN-MIN

This paper deals with something about five wooden carved containers
used by the Paiwan tribe. They are similar in shape to hu or jars among
bronze vessels prevalent in ancient China and thus they are called carved hu
or jar. Being collected by the writer from the Paiwan tribe last year, these
five specimens mentioned herein are part of the hundreds of wooden carvings
presently of display in the Museum of the Institute.

Among the Formosan aborigines, the Paiwan tribe is known for the art of
carving. None of the other native tribes, eight in number, develops so excellent
art in carving as the Paiwan tribe does. Members of this tribe all like to
carve patterns of snake, deer, wild boar, human figure, etc. on whatever
implements available to them. Their carvings may be classified under six
heads, namely: (1) ancestral poles, (2) human figures or portraits, (3) utensils
(combs, spoons, sticks, pipes, etc.), (4) house posts and beams, (5) containers
(cups, bowls, dishes, jars, etc.), and (6) magic instruments. etc. The five jars
described in this paper are rather rare samples among Paiwan carvings.

The first specimen (Pl. I) is made after the model of an ancient earthen
jar of the Paiwan tribe. It is extremely similar in shape to an earthen jar,
but has not the same sacred function and is generally used as a wine container.
The four otfler ones (Pls. II-—V) are containers of rather small size, with
covers; they are generally used for keeping seeds. During the hunting season,
however, they sometimes used for sacrificial purpose as receptacles of meat.

There are patterns on the bodies and covers of the five carved jars.
These patterns are of the same style as those of the carvings quite prevalent
the Paiwan tribe, most of them are patterns of snakes, human figures, human
heads, wild boar and wild deer. Besides, a few geometric figures are among
the patterns too.
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