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TEMPLES IN MAKUNG, THE PESCADORE ISLANDS :

A CASE OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND CHANGE
IN FOLK RELIGION

ABSTRACT

Taiwan's temples are essential to their respective
communities or social groups. For instance, the construction
of a temple was often the first collective project
undertaken by a newly arrived group of immigrants, and still
is one of the first collective projects of an emerging
social group. These temples house the community or social
group's guardian spirit, and serves as the focus for most
social and religious activities. An enormous ornate temple
is the pride of its community and an architectural symbol
of the group's prosperity. The watchful presence of the
guardian spirit obliges all group members to maintain
harmonious relations and corporate unity. The temple is
"seen as summing up, expressing, representing for the
[members of the community] in an emotionally powerful and
relatively undifferentiated way, that the [community] means
to them" (Ortner 1973: 1339). In fact, the temple —1like
mudyr in Ndembu society — "stands for tribal custom itself"
(Turner 1967: 21) and is a key symbol in Taiwan's Han
Chinese community.

As a symbol, a temple is physically long lasting and
financially expensive. In addition to substantial construc-
tion costs, maintenance and restoration expenses can be
equally exorbitant. A large group of people must pool their
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resources before starting a building program. Particularly
generous contributors may be commended for their patronage
by having their names engraved on a stele or recorded in
some  other auspicious way. In the traditional past,
Taiwan's socially and economically diverse cities encom-
passed a wide variety of social groups. Temples were
inevitably taken as symbols of unity by the different
segments of a city's population. Collection of such basic
data on a city's temples as the name of the guardian
spirits, the dates of construction and restoration, and the
major contributors provides the warp and woof of an
intriguing story. This study is an intellectual adventure
in the combination of anthropological and historical methods
in order to explore the ups and downs of city temples and
their sponsoring social groups, and to further examine the
links between the fate of different temples and sponsoring
social groups against wider social and religious change
over the course of a city's development.

This monograph is divided into an Introduction (Chapter
One), five chapters which discuss temples in the Pescadore
(P'eng-hu) Islands (Chapters Two through Six) , and a
Conclusion (Chapter Seven). Chapter Two is devoted to a
discussion of certain temples which are sponsored by the
Pescadore Islands as a corporate whole. They once served as
the loci of "official cults" (Yang 1961) for the Ch'ing
state. Though there were originally a total of five (or
more) such temples, only three continue to serve as temples
for all the people of the Pescadore Islands. This reflects
a process of local political manipulation and other
historical factors where several "official cult" temples
have become neighborhood temples and others have become

TTETW
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"private" temples sponsored by a specific social group.
Chapter Three is concerned with a category of temples known
as fyapn- These were constructed by members of the Ch'ing
dynasty navy. They were initially more like clubs than
temples. This chapter explores in particular the reasons
behind the eventual disappearance of some and the revival
of other fyan temples. Neighborhood temples are the subject
of Chapter Four. I attempt in this chapter to answer the
following questions: When and why did these purely folk
religious temples come into being ? When and why were
certain temples adopted as neighborhood symbols ? And how
have the territories of the neighborhoods and temples
changed over time? Chapter Five discusses Buddhist and other
miscellanecus temples, such as vegetarian halls (chai-rng)
and sectarian halls (/foan-tng). The historical background
of the appearance of these temples and their impact on the
development of Makung City folk religion are the major
themes of this chapter. Finally, Chapter Six concentrates
on s=ome of the sociopolitical and socico—economic factors
that influence the vicissitudes of a certain temple or a
whole category of temples, and to show that all temples
exist in a certain time period and form a unified religious
systesm.
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