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FOREWORD TO THE MOUND CULTURES OF EAST CHINA
AND OF SOUTHEASTERN NORTH AMERICA

KwWANG-CHIH CHANG

Dr. S.S. Ling, Director of the Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica, and
my professor back at the university, made an extensive research on the ‘mound
culture’ two years ago under the research program sponsored by the National
Council on Science Development. He has recently completed all the necessary
arrangements for publication of the results of this research in a monograph entitled
“The Mound Cultures of East China and of Southeastern North America,” and has
asked me to write foreword to it. To my limited knowledge, a foreword is something
that either a teacher writes to introduce a book or a paper of his student, or one
in the forefront in the academic world writes for one who comes after. Besides,
although a dog-tail may be joined to a sable, as the saying goes, its frober place
should not be at the sable’s front. However, thinking that a student should better
obey than disobey what his teacher says, and again considering that in most Chinese
operatic plays some minor or insignificant players always come out first on the
stage to make some clamorous or comic performance before the leading actor
appears, I decide to write this foreword. Being unfamiliar with the mound culture.
I would like to take this opportunity to describe briefly what I have learned and
how I have benefited from Dr. Ling’s instruction, guidance and influence during
the past many years, and meanwhile I will also depict in brief what I have gained
or found out from reading this book.

It was in the spring of 1951 when I was a freshman (second term) of the
Department of Archaeology and Anthropology, Taiwan University that I got the
first chance in my life to learn something about academic writing. Perhaps for
the sake that my penmanship did not look too bad at that time, Dr Ling asked
me to make a clean copy by hand of his draft manuscript of “The Cliff-Burial
Cultures of China and Southeast Asia” (This paper was later published in 1952 in
Bulletin No. 23 of the Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica). To
make copies by hand may be deemed as far behind the times by the students of
today, who, with the benefit of newly invented duplicating machines, can get a
reproduced copy of any paper they want to read almost in no time and at very
little cost. But in my memory, the most impressive and beneficial papers I had
ever read during my days at the university were the handwritten copies of tens
of academic dissertations, each of which was copied by myself, word by word,
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from the beginning to the end. In making such copies, I learned much about the
contents of the numerous papers as well as the different writing skills. Dr. Ling
has accomplished and published scores of papers on various ethnological subjects
since 1950. Even though I have read all of them, only the paper on the ‘cliff-burial
culture’ and a couple of others, of which I had made copies by hand, have left the
deepest impressions on my mind. Thinking retrospectively, I should say that his
article on the ‘cliff-burial culture’ was indeed the first paper which had opened my
eyes to the academic world.

The scope of Dr. Ling’s research work in the recent years on the ancient cul-
tures of China and Southeast Asia has, of course, long transcended that originally
covered by the paper on the Cliff-Burial Culture—perhaps he himself does not
regard that paper as being at all unusual. In my own experience from university
days up to the present, I think I learned from his paper on the ‘Cliff-Burial Culture’
not only a great deal about writing techniques, but, more important, I came to
understand some of the basic starting points he took and the fundamental views
he held in his research of the cultures of ancient China. These remarkable points
and ideas, which had great effects on my later studies and research work, may be
summed up as follows by an analysis from today’s view-points:

(1) Cultures of ancient China were not limited in scope by the boundaries of
the various countries of today; their distributions often stretched to areas outside
of China. In other words, the attitude of “drawing a small circle on the ground
to confine oneself” or “sitting in a well looking at the sky” should be avoided as
much as possible in the study of the cultures of ancient China, and instead, emphasis
should be placed from time to time on the use of comparative study. (The infor-
mation contained in Chinese classics and historical books with reference to the
‘cliff-burial’ custom in ancient China was neither clear nor adequate, and an accurate
and complete explanation of this culture could not be found until Southeast Asia
had been approached.)

(2) Culture is an ever-changing thing, therefore explanations or accounts in
the cultural history are often relative in nature. A very common occurrence in
one generation may become an extremely strange thing in another. The former
scholars’ statements or thoughts about ancient history and ancient cultures represen-
ted more often than not the time and background in which they lived, and usually
stemmed from the ancient Chinese orthodox concepts. In order to make a scientific .
study of the ancient history, it is essential fist to take these matters into account.
(For example, in the past, only fragmentary background information or data could
be found in ancient books with reference to the old custom of ‘bone-washing burial’;
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but in the ethnological annals of modern times are detailed descriptions about its
background and history.)

(3) For the research of ancient, especially prehistoric, cultures, primary
emphasis should be given to the subject under study; for the purpose of achieving
a rather thorough research work, consideration should be made of all available
materials related to the subject, regardless of what fields, archaeology, ethnology,
history, folklore, etc, they belong to. Additionally, one should not pay too much
attention to the “domain” of his research or to the traditional “domain” of any one
branch of study. (The materials, contained in the paper on the ‘Cliff-Burial Culture’,
were derived from the orthodox history, legendary, memoirs or notes, and ar-
chaeological as well as ethnological sources, but all of which are related to the
‘cliff-burial’ custom. Further, some ambiguous or intangible materials had quickly
become clear, meaningful and mutually related after having been brought together
under this subject.)

The reason why I have mentioned above again about the basic views represen-
ted by the ‘Cliff-Burial Culture’ written 20 years ago (Or I had better say some
basic ideas based on my own interpretation of that paper) is that these views not
only still obviously prevail in this new work on the ‘mound cultures’ by Dr. Ling,
but are more expanded at the same time. For instance, such native mound names
of East China as the ‘Turtle-Mound’, ‘Monkey-Mound’ ‘Scabby Sea-Turtle Mound’
and many others are recorded in many local annal4 They seem too uncouth at
first sight, so that they are often ignored by many scholars, thinking them to be
nothing but the native people’s descriptions of the mound shapes. But as a result
of the extensive collection and methodical re-arrangements of these materials by
Dr. Ling, their inter-relationships and systematic characteristics were quickly
brought to light. Subsequently, being further complemented by the comparative
materials from North America, their importance in the history of culture was
precisely defined.

With respect to comparative materials, those used in this book cover a much
larger area—extending from Southeast Asia to as far as the other side of the Pacific
Ocean—than what was covered by the comparative data contained in the ‘Cliff-Burial
Culture’. Naturally, there were many scholars who had talked about the inter-flow
of the most ancient cultures of the east and west coasts of t}_1e Pacific Ocean, and
not a few scholars have been engaged enthusiastically in more recent years in
studies of this subject. In addition to Dr. Ling, those who have made significant
contributions in this aspect include Robert Heine-Geldern of Austria and Gordon
Ekholm and Paul Tolstoy of America, and the evidences they produced are all very
convincing. Glyn Daniel, Editor of the English magazine Antiquity, very familiar
with the archaeological materials of the world, recently accomplished a book on
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the origins of the civilization of the world, in which he definitely stated the fact
that “some evidence for precise and exact parallels has been accumulated in recent
years [between the ancient civilizations of the Far East and the New World.]”
(Page 189, his “The First Civilizations,” 1968). As a matter of fact, the studies
and discussions made by thsse scholars were almost all concentrated on the similari-
ties between the cultural characteristics of the civilizations of the Shang and Chou
Dynasties of China and those of ancient Middle and South America (for example,
the Maya and the Chavin). To the best of my knowledge, this book of Dr. Ling
may most possibly be the first monograph which has dwelt on the similarities
between cultures of ancient China and the prehistoric cultures of the eastern part
of North America.

I cannot add any more materials or data to support the new views or theories
Dr, Ling illustrates in this book, since I have never made any deep study myself
in the aspect of the relationships hetween the ancient cultures of East China and
East America. But instead, I would like to bring up here for discussion one pheno-
menon which has remained unexplainable as of this date. The crude cord-marked
pottery which is the representative of the earliest pottery of the eastern part of
North America may now possibles be dated back to as early as more than two
thousand years before Christ. Former archaeologists of North America, almost
invariably maintaining that the Bering Strait was the only avenue through which
the Asian and American cultures of the remotest ages had been brought into
contact, had always directed their efforts toward Alaska and Northeast Siberia in
search of the origin of the ancient cord-marked pottery of East America. During
the past decade, two new developments in the archaeological field have drawn
the attention of scholars toward the south. The first of which is that many new
materials have been discovered on both sides of the Bering Strait and the Northwest
Coast as well as in the inland valleys of northwestern North America, but no ves-
tiges of the early cord-marked pottery have been found; and the second is that
considerable cord-marked pottery remains have been unearthed in middle America
and along the Pacific coast of the northernmost South America in recent years,
and most of which were appraised, by scientific means (use of Carbon-14. ac
antiquities dating from more than two thousand years before Christ. In view of
this, it seems conceivable that if some connection had existed between the ancient
cord-marked pottery of East America and that of East Asia (Japan, Taiwan, South
China and the mainland Southeast Asia), their contact might most probably have
been made through Middle and South America and the Pacific Ocean, in lieu of
the route of the Bering Strait. Yet, it remains a problem for further research
as to whether or not there really had been such relations between them, and, if
so, what had been the exact routes of their contact. Notwithstanding, the new
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way of thinking inspired into us by the cord-marked pottery about the ancient
connection between East America and East Asia, appears quite similar in nature
to the new vista to the ancient cultural intercourse between these two areas now
opened to us by the discussion of the ‘mound culture’ in this book.

Maybe due to the many years of influence of Americanists, I personally believe
that all of the early American civilizations had developed independently on the
basis of the ancient agricultural cultures of America. As Daniel stated, in his
book cited previously, “it is one thing to reject the idea of civilization coming to
America from outside; it is quite another thing to deny the possibility of influences
coming to America from outside.” Recently, even many Americanists have already
accepted the fact that certain cultural elements of ancient East Asia (especially
China) did come into Middle and North America in the most ancient times by
traversing the Pacific Ocean, as a result of the influences of the various studies
and researches, completed by Dr. Ling and many Western scholars, on the ancient
cultural interflow between the east side and the west side of the Pacific Ocean.
This book further proves that the contact and relationship between the cultures of
East America and East Asia are worthy fuestions, whereby undoubtedly encouraging
and enhancing subsequent research efforts in the area of the ancient trans-Pacific
contacts.

Twenty years ago, I first learned from Dr. Ling’s paper on the ‘cliff-bu_rial
culture’ some hasic ideas essential to the study of the ancient cultures of China,
I have now further comprehended in this new book Dr. Ling’s great spirit for the
pursuit of knowledge, his thoroughness in research work, and his ever-growing
creative power. Taking advantage of the opportunity of writing this foreword
which T know, will not sound too much like one, I note Dr. Ling’s spirit for and
attitude of scholarship as a model for the benefit of the students of the next
generation.

Kwang-chih Chang,
April 1969
(Translated by Yen Po-ying)
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FE¥Zc/kE (mound complex) TESEBREP RS 88 L 55—\ o 3%
(mounds) Z—BHESEFEEHE | AR T9% © Hosr » ERATH A SR
METER BB SRE » D IIE B o BRI » IRHREURIEILIL » 302 T BLF bR
MRS (inclosures 2 plaza) ~ B (walls) ~ 225 (embankments) ity
HERR (refuse heaps) & o

B2 RREEELM » AAETH B HNBERS - BESme T EIT o By
B MR AE/NE > SIHERBIEHER > FRB—BIRE « W T A HEHE
0 > S JEE ply 2 P T A P TIE 8OIRFE B 100IR. » AR TT iy 6 RT3 300 IR o k2
PeryHZEsL (burial mound) HPEHE—RI o FEHL (effigy mound) FLISH.HER)
VBN TIE B » 2 SR BRI A BB RN » TiA BT ~ BT~ A
B~ BB o &F8IE# (pyramidal mound) SYEEMEETEE > FmDl “ Mg ”
(truncated) ~ “ZFIH” (flat-topped) B “ZE&” (platform) &sHyb{boy » S
TR — BRSBTS > (HAE TR » BRI AT » (2T i
HAEHRIM A o RS2 SR ERS SRR SR » A RLEA
B (ramp) TR E o ST EUE R A L M S S RS R IE » Stk
B HUTEREEH (house mounds) HEi5# (temple mounds) o

LSRG ERTEEREMERAFRE - H% « NAKE - BHHER RS 5E
ST ARTIESE > B 5 0 [ 0 PR TR — L MU T R AT L o B AR I BT A » L
BOHERZ R » REBAREE » AL SZHESTEE D o

A AR B IR BRAM > KBTI BE L IR 2 5 B T B A TE R B P

(1) Hodge, 1960, pp. 949-950 ; Shetrone, 1930, pp. 32-35.
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Wi ok o — YR EE S J. B, Griffin » S EIHE & AT ARES R >
Bl (1) Paleo-Indianf§3 » (2) Archaic Wi » (3) Early Woodland BEE 0 (4)
Middle Woodland B#f » 1 (5) Mississippi #& Late Woodland K™ o Tk
= BB Barly Woodland e » SAUHERETTE 100 = 350 [/ o b
— B3 o By Early Woodland B Middle Woodland ReHiiiEA Late
Woodland £it Mississippi B » S KeHr S ALTEFET % R EIRREL o BT ISR 2R
(burial mounds) AR » T —RIHIREFH (temple mounds) FFHH
‘(plaza) HEARATZH# o Barly Woodland B2 BRI DR IRITIEIR Z
G > B2 Adena ZAETTIMABIZCAMAR o RERMNHE S BRMBARM:Z
SIS R Adena Ak » #EZREEILINALELIRE o HKk » Middle Wood-
land B3 2 R SR BRI 2 Hopewell ZCAAH B SE 2 30040 B 2 I BR B DUBAAR »
We—oA 2 Beik » B Hopewellian ZAUETH o ez BB A ZEE
Bl » H—RAEIRZ RN B R MR 2 il » 53— IR AR G Wi B
5 SR TE VG ML AR S BRI o BBSIAE Kansas TR I Z AT Okla-
homa M2 LR — iy o #£ Mississippi Valley = Ff » FHifll Marksville
1 Troyville ZALEMBZ » DRIy Florida ¥8¥5i#2 Santa Rosa-Swift Creek
it Hopewell 304k o Ti#E Alabama MILERF Tennesse MiEEEHLZ Copena
4k > B8 Middle Woodland ZbZz B —fGR o RPIEMKERETLE 600 SEHT
% o FEt% Mississippi B — /LR BEE » AR REREE R EIeF TR
> B3 o RESRIE—ZRTHARSE) » —ARERWERT ~ B ~ TN B REE
3o (BB BTN » B—SRc B » HR BRI OHL o — IR LHER
Ae—ih (plaza) 2 » WEERERMZ 5 > SREEHEIIE R —E » RS
Mississippi BizcibzRERE > BHSHibR DRBIEEH Z p FIFRE » MR
TFBIBIETEMN » RGBT 950 F1T00FZH P o

FVEVE IR Mound-plaza 3t » R fREMHI ez —3 o HifscLms-

(1) Griffin, J.B. 1952, pp. 352,
(2) Griffin, J. B.,, 1952, pp. 356-362 ; Martin, 1955, p, 237.
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fili > 4% Wales FEHRBAEA TERTIY T 4E R AR LTS 35 R Mek (Mesopotamia) » W

it Ziggurats » HEFERBM (Mountain of God) » A EEMF (01d Asiatic religion)

BATEIAFEEIED o §TER P EEWE > I » FRATRE »

BRI MT RALSE o FTEABSRACAL MRS 2 JiE » B MIGHE> B » I BR e
FETMET® o

BHEIT MR SE BRI Z B AR TR, (effigy mounds) ~ #38 (burial

mounds) > FiFH BN (temple mounds and plaza) ( ENELELIE ) Zok FRgh i
%o

__:"\ % @ ﬁ

TEABE AT Wisconsin MEAKILEL Tllinois ~ Towa F1 Minnesota
EMZRZIE o BHIR BRI TWITISE o AT = EETHE » X—B /N ias
BITHRBE TR > 53— REATEE > SSFRRRATY - B - B A s>
SRS 23 > ORISR B IEH, (image mounds) o TR RGBS »
HIERTERER) H AR AR » T EA— RS o TG —ie £ T 1t B i
Ht > HIZRAT TR pl% 2 SR B R A 22 [ ~ [ TR 2 8k > SRS T B
TERRIR SR o SR i 3R o TAARBALTR A R MAN AN 523 R AA B A7 T 2 30 Y — FE I
FERYEERE® o Bt Rk 2 #BE4i4% > Ohio ML B HZ— « =34 240 > fmSerpent
mound ( ¥E# ) ED o flifm Georgia MR EHHBL® o

RF IR TR > FEFTRBIBIDAARE ~ FE ~ 29 ~ I8 ~ K ~ K4l
& RBUERE ~ AR 5 BA AECREE — ~ =~ =) o BB A /NMEH A »
EAM T R S S RS A NE R B R R R > 38 T R R S R BT B A T — Al

(1) Wales, 1953, pp. 1, 7.

(2) ¥l - 1963, pp. 76-82 5 1964, p. 31 5 1965, p. 32.
(3) Martin, 1955, pp. 303, 305 ; Bennett, 1952, p. 114.
(4) Shetrone, 1930, p. 33.

(5) Hodge, 1960, p, 949.
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Fig. 1: Various types of effigy mound (after shetrone, 1930, p. 293)

H-7 gl o [AINEIETEECS B BEfE 1 IRB25IR 2 i » EACHIH 10IRE 100 IR o AR
SRR LD E TSR > (R B B TSR IR o [RIMESCR IR AR AR o
HESRTE G SR B RA R B LS E RIS » BRI AR »
HOIAR TR EHE RS A S o /742585 @48 3% (bundle burials) » 2 38RW P2
LD ~ JH U s b ] ~ DB RS o BT SRR BB R JL B o T [BIAE
TSR s > ERAERMTEZ BT ERZEZ O o

(1) Shetrone, 1930, pp. 295-297.
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Fig, 2: Typical Wisconsin Mound Groups
(after Shetrone, 1930, p. 294)
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Fig. 3: Wisconsin Animal Effigy Mounds (after Shetrone, 1930, p. 299)

#£ Wisconsin Mz Dane #il ZHEHACE 2 MBI TR o 75— LR
FEMBIR Madison THHEE » Feh B —BREBERIGR » 4965 Black Hawk
Country Club :Z2-hih k o ¥ HITI 2 BRI 7RI o 2 Wisconsin KEEZ
Academy, Forest Hill Cemetery, Morris Park, Farwell Point SRE A T3
M3 > TR BCE Mendota BEHBITEERE » B—IRARZRIEE » 6 IR > [
RE624R (JEEL ) P o

ANFEBctE Sauk £z Baraboo 88— (EEZE) » #£ La Valle Hriiss—
B o (R SERCEy — SRR AR B A By [HIKE S, ~ BRI Lafayette FfZDar-
lington MiJE o #& Pishtaka fFRFEAMBSER 2 TEGHEE > @5 | 39788~ IR
LR B3 o 72 Oconomowoc 7 — HARERYERTEH, o :

(1) Shetrone, 1930, pp. 297-8.
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Fig. 4: Wisconsin Bird Effigy Mounds (after Shetrone, 1930, p. 297)
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Fig. 5: Rare “Man” and intaglio forms of effigy mounds (after Shetrone, 1930, p. 300)
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HAhnfE Trempealeau Hf ~ La Crosse & ~ Grant #if ~ Sauk £F ~ Portage #l -
Waupaca &P ~ Marquette %P -~ Green Lake I > Rock &I ~ Winnebago #[ ~ She-
boygan &P ~ Dodge #P ~ Jefferson #P ~ Milwaukee #F - Racine EMSHE G R
tﬂﬁ(l) )

FEE BF A WTRARETUA R Z B METN Adams F Brush Creek Hib®)
F kg3 (Great Serpent Mound) T (RABE N ~ BIIEE A) o EIER SR A RIRIR
B _EZ AAATIET B » #4100 IR » {iFi Brush Creek W2 KH » BIRZIEH K=
KR TSR B » REESETFE 5 2 1,0000R 2 o Wil > it & BAg 1,33008 0 =
F T2 VESRFRBI H — IR R O R T » FEHERTE —ETZ IR » T ERAES
BIR o MES ZEHE 2 IRF 3 IRFNIRPARES o EIHRRE—#3 (burial mound) »
T RE AR = EE® o

"'h‘,.w_f:/,‘%“‘y\ ﬂ.‘

WwEAIE O
Fig. 6: Map of the Great Serpent Mound (after Shetrone, 1930, p. 229)

B—HERZBMNERN Liching A Granville Ml G8REAS (Alligator
Mound) » £ 250 IR » JiE5 5 2 6 IR o A K552 B8 (Opossum Mound) »
R FLTAAR IR e — W PLAR S 7 85 2 e o SR DRV R BLIR 48 1% o FEBesAg e 2 [l
TEETH A PSR IUEARE > b— S RYSERBE—LM (altar)® o

(1) Shetrone, 1930, pp. 298-301.
(2) F.LEZEE pp. 231-232.
(3) [E.LEBIHE 2. 235



SRR P R b =i ==
FEMRZ BN B8 S TR SR —~ B R B4 (bird mound) » Hp RS20 » 38
FISTRBRRR T SRR SR HBD o
BREFTR > RBRERRBIFLSMIYIVES B8 » RRAHREMAZHES
Bt » IR AT R BRI Z 3 » B2 AR Ly s AN » BUfENS 2 e A DI AL
FAIE » DIEATRFERR BT/ o

=B OF

FESSEIIRES » #2304 (burial mounds) #:5E HEIRYENE Early Woodland B
1 » M4-Hiks Ohio MEFAEE ~ Kentucky MAEEE » 32 Virginia MTELFI Pen-
nsylvania >z Adena Zc4t » FIRER B2 AR o MBI HBBRKE » B2
BREEIEL > (AR IR » HOER BRI » W MR > IR B TOR
RED o FERRMHhBE R P RABZE > FEETR KD o R
TR > B EEASE - REBIAREE:Z LEM > S8 RAE R E R 1
iy > FLEAL H S0RFIS00IRTEE » pes “ThZEAY[EE" (Sacred Circles) A —B 04
AR » FERTEEA W » Fobiptpe T BR A L30M o FER2F T Adena A
W REZR R » (BRI I b AR T A B RS A ) o

REAWBR Adena 3ftz = HMIBH > F—RRZMM Montgomery Hiz
Miamisburg # ( REEE B ) » B —RAEESR R EMIEE Marshall #2 Grave
Creek 0 (M) o B RERZHMIBATAIE » BER 68 IR » EIPEAEME
T 250 IR o ii#2— Grave Creek #{HiE Miamisburg #igE (% 70 R ) » E¥EE
IR » FEH R IR o

ZrHiAE Missouri M 2 Early Woodland B> 34k » & Boone Focus
AP O RZRE > HC R R AR E R 3R H W2 F8 » Bz Tk b [ETE U

(1) Shetrone, 1930, pp. 235-236.

(2) Morgan, 1952, p. 86 ; Martin, 1955, pp. 263-264.
(3) Martin, 1955, p. 265.

(4) Morgan, 1952, pp. 86-87.

(5) Shetrone, 1930, p.p. 168-169, 242-243.
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W > T NITEGBIEIR 215 » BB > HENAHIA » RISLIWTBIR o #2p
B PIERREAE > RIBSB SR ¢ 1. REORAEE SRR » Bl 2R Rl
ek (HEHE ~ A) o 2. FEEEEMDIAARTZH (B B) c D&
3. A AT R 5 > BERES » ARIAWD > HRANE (EEE C) >
BB TAR (Store Vaults)® o

FEmE-L « 4REEZ I (A-C)
Fig. 7: A-C. Diagrammatic representation of burial structures
(after Chapman, 1952)

T AEFFIRE M rhEp R Red Ocher Zfkfn Morton Zcfh » JREKAEEZ [HITH
T3 » BiFezF > SRR M o BHMHRFEHE Woodland K™ o

FE A TE M S £ TS B R T AR Y > BB > SRR s FREEE T E -
WEVR » A EEDARR » RBOU LRI L » EERSHIE® o BRI
Tl R b G B I > R [EIHERS A9 > BB Helena Focus » IR
HI Woodland 3™ o

A& Oklahoma ~ Texas » Arkansas #1 Louisiana BEMZE:fEHbY » TEFER
Caddoan HLEE > i B Early Woodland #2304k Fourche-Maline EJ&
At > Foz Williams # > —F 15008 » FI0IR » i 5 IRZ[ETEHL o THERE
e AR E > Wb g B e DBl » B 122 B AR 3 BB e b
Bl o A HILEHIBN > FHRZDRMBER o F—REIESRAAF o AHF15

(1) Chapman, 1952, p. 141,

(2) Wray, 1952, p. 153 3 Martin, 1955, pp. 291-292.
(3) Whiteford, 1952, pp. 207-225.

(4) Griffin, J B, 1952, p. 228.



SR B R -1 -

A 2 B4 AW » WREA MG o FERHHER Adams Hop 0 E—ERPAH
1LRAED o

JETETE I R U L Bl A e fE. Early Woodland Wi » #Zn La-
fayette BLEIRALR Vermillion W ER=MEZ— PR BRI > fE—
SRR ARG o SR LT » T — BRI ECA » MRS R —BRR
Ko TR 2V IR (SR I TERY 13 » o — s TR 22 ol > R BRI > PIRAER
sE > RS EAR LDAERE LB — 2% IRE Y 1 o B o BEalamh—
KRR » BES _EESY RS o Mz > ERREAE
SRR AR > B /DAL ~ [EHEEBTERY » ARECR Ry LTS © Bl RAESER N
BB SR o Fby R EE ARy T LSRR T2 YA o SRR ER
S A M RIERRE I » RES RS » 1R BTEIE LI P New Orleans®] Illinois>
FEHT 2 R T k452 Mississippi ~ Alabama > Tennessee F1 Georgia PL
7% Arkansas F1 Missouri & :Z 1L# o SEXREHE T AL » G BB/ D2 &
A A E® o

Alabama JHTEESERSEE Tombigbee Wi » 4 Mc Quorqrodale # » FIAF+
LIRS e 0 & Barly Woodland ZAUREIRED® o HIME Florida #H:Z
VLS > IR DM > S RRmEE » A MO o

S35 R AL BRI 2 FR T ) T Middle Woodland B3 s F A 2 (R4
oo B » ForkA —HCEAR 42 IR > 76 3 IR » TRt Hopewell ZCALRE® o
FEV A TEEEF R ER O » FESEI HER T R i 0 25 » BRSSO /N > SR 3
R BHERERE L » AR AR (EEA~AB) @ fEE LR —
—Je il o #£ Ontario EI% > & —S BRI 2SS > EAETE 2551 4082

(1) Orr, 1952, p. 242.

(2) Jennings, 1952, pp. 260-261.

(3) De Jarnette, 1952, p. 276.

(4) Griffin, J. W., pp. 324-325.

(5) Mac Neish, 1952, p. 49 ; Martin, 1955. p. 25L
(6) Schmitt, 1952, pp: 60-62.
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1 5 1 g 8% IR 5 UURSS > SFRATRSH USRI | > SRURRHT K
BB o

N S hIE (A-B)
Fig. 8: A. Schematic profile of a Mountain Focus Mound, Virginia.
B. Schematic profile of a Thomas Focus Mound, Pennsylvenia
(after Schmitt, 1952)

MR LE Middle Woodland Be—HEE3c 402 Ohio = Hopewell 7
ft o Hopewellian A WA “fik ity AR RREEE" » {3 2 M AE RS 5 (enclosu-
res) » —RAEMATEMER +T > —£SUTHIH 8L (forts) o NI R 24 »
IR ~ BHT ~ NETRLEL LB 2 AT SRRt o JLas 1T REHS » &
TR » 72 LA TR R 2 > %5 B8 FrOR ST GIR B8 R4S » T A8 — P
(gateways) Fief o HEBEH SIHHIAHINNL » 408 RAEDE 2 s o e S
BANESIBE » 7N ATR TR B A B B 30 U ~ 240 B
B o TP AL 2 8 LA OB 5o A 100 Wk o T30 A TR 55 T
REH > R Hopewellian AFIACBATEEER 525080 ~ ABMILMERERT L
HIH® o FBIBELERE |

1. Tremper ¥

RAERZIRIN Scioto F Hopewell Zcfhirk 2 —FRE #2580 Tremper #rE
—EUMR RGN~ > BHB2 A5 (clephant mound) =HH (tapir
mound) » {E#® Dr. Mills ZHZETHHERTE » TiteRE B Hopewell Zeibil

(1) Kidd, 1952, pp. 78-79.
(2) Morgan, 1952, p. 88 ; Martin, 1955, p. 267 ; Shetrone, 1930, pp. 188-194.



ESip el e e e _ — 13 —
MERY L ZRA o BB RA RSB » IR —HISEZ B o bl SETURLEE > EIIE
#12000R » 5C 1000R » A THARAFUE » H—F “k3FE” (crematory room) ~ —£5
“Bi*)E2” (shrine room) ~» —£ “HiZ¥E" (burial chamber) ~ 5 HIS—#Ekny “48
%" (audience chamber) o fERFFRP—ZIRERN » SEEH R R ILLEE »
HIREPHEL 2B IR o WHVE EISHHEAED o

2. Hopewell #HIE

BEHIAERZ M Ross #BZ Union Township HiF > il —E FiE2 M
AEFTELE > 453Ky 115 W2 E o B AHE T 20 A /INREs 2 8 36 » Bk dh ot
( 255838 ) » R EE 5000R » FI80MR » JHESHI33IR » ABH] 15063 0 A B Rk o h—E
B “2398” » B A BEOME > AR » BHE 15008 » E55IR » BEELE105812
IRZH o Ff MR AEIE » dn “ 1 83” RE/Z— > BEREBIIN; “25
B AR 6IR » B4 RD o

3. Mound City %

WEMBIFEE Hopewell #ZMAFZ Chillicothe $it b3 » WE A S5 23H K
NI SAE—18WICk 2 ROF TR S b o MG IRIR TR o S 16 B by A 22 HUR i
HRETIE R RAEBZE > A18IR o £ “18HH” ZRNHE—BMRZEHE » GICIETH »
P HEER® o (EFE )

4. Edwin Harness HE

WEAZR Mound City FEH10M &2 Scioto A o T d% T —FH AT R 15
ZHA > BB R—FTE » —RAFEL R —/NATE » REIERL7200% > HEHT40M >
[HIEAE 800 IR » FHIEEAR27M, o FEAH S -7 —Fepb B R 2, » B v s »
4 160 U > 1607 o HERIET AR EE:Z b » B DTED o

5. Seip HE

BEL B HE S S Ross FPEES 2 Paint Creek W4 E o B4R —

(1) Shetrone, 1930, pp. 192-200.
(2) F.EEBFH pp. 200-213.

(3) F.EZE pp. 213-214.

(4) F.EBIE 2 pp. 214-215, 259,
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BT ~ —KEB— NEFTHER » B8 Hopewell Zbrb ik 2 T8 o BRI » 5
FEAZ BN R o EREhRHD RAE~LRNLER KBRS » BAY
(BRI 352 81 > RS —3E o RO Bl Hopewell ZCfbish 880k
1 > iR Hopewell Bz et o FE 250 IR » L 150 IR » #580IR » HBRTHAT
20,00057 576 o B2 ™D o ( iRk A. B. ~ EEL )

) i) B a?- Y "". &
W= 7 T Biaty e b7 e e L ] \l.".; * '
: ‘ : " :
5 % 5 G /
N any,  PRICER wm&s\*
B g« i S Ross Covnry. CWvo.,
R - = . ScALE
% NSy e
} > s000 ~E&T /

L « EMPRZIRN] Seip HTEHEE
Fig. 9: Map of the Seip Group (after Shetrone, 1930)

6. Turner HE

Turner %8 &R - A77A Butler fitZ Anderson Tounship #2JF Little
Miami{if £ Ohio M Zc & p2 /A o HALEAE—EAFI80RBZ EIEE Y » sb—[EPEE
PHANH—F 600 IRZFEE IS —EABYE 1,5000R ~ FOS0IR 2 i [H LB S AH3E o [HIE
VB 5 L T AR T 4 R s AU B00R 2 B ST b » AR/ P A o FE[EITR I 52
FAR—EMRRES » FIRETEATZHs » 17 RICHRE o filg 14 RS AR R 18
ARESGF » AP Z12(EARAENEEE S+ o RS b2 14EEE — PR IE A
AR —AEBYIHEREE R o IS T i B A S R — 8 o FRE b

(1) Shetrone, 1930 pp. 217-218, 257-258.



SRR RS AL =15 —
ZBR—as » EDUR AR B Bh I 2 B — 8 » R PB4 (altar)
BRI PT (basin) » Eﬁ%ﬁ@%ﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁzﬁﬁ P BADZ B mrte
Fev >t FIBREY B T BURT A R ey o RO o RAMEITRE 1> 4 i
" 2R > FL200R > [ —sm B 1 s B R LS R &2 S o
7. Marietta EER i |
Marietta B4 Muskingum 8 Ohio TREZ IR o BAIE T R RS
WY (enclosures) » THBA-£5 50 i 27h) o 1548 Rev. Thaddeus Harris
FEIQ034EIREZ AR » W5fE 6 FUTOIR 2 o AR ZE G2 » ASE “ Siemhe
(elevated squares) mifE “EHHAFH” (trucated pyramids) » JIERER > B
1888R » FT132IR » H 9 IR B fHE 1500K > BL 12008 » & S IR 3 B—EE108IR > &
S4IR ~ T B RIRERT RS WS o 5 — oy RO B AR (LA _ R P s BB A & 2
IRIET © —SHHEE 230 IR 360 IRZS43 1 RS BIREA 5 352 384 o Mr. Harris
RROE R BT 2 B BB AR 2B B o B NESIRAE — WA B35 > %30
IR s IETHEARE 115 IR » S Bl e — B 150R 2 e A B BB Z IR~ 4 R
LA C RERE A.B.) ®o
B2 4 » FERWRIRZ LR RS E BRI Hopewellian 24t 38414 Goodall
Focus > #3082 18 o =i Michigan # Gogebic = Gogebic Focus » #1745
—NIER > BRI B 2 ERES L > A8 Middle Woodland
W2 JUFRS o FAIERS Michigan 23 K82 38 LB W B B4 B TR 4
SR > 47 MRS T > B E A » LI B R R Ty &
T RS E 4 - EEEG R RS RS T ~ BE T - HIBRTE B AT Yy
RERRIHL > TIAFB B R Ry > FUECAE 50 180K » HEEANH 6 I 7 IR o {1
ST I > WA e Z @ o
FEALES Mississippi it » FT Middle Woodland B » HEZRIA - 3 o

(1) Shetrone, 1930, pp. 220-222.

(2) Martin, 1955, p. 267,

(3) Shetrone, 1930, pp. 8, 10, 261-263.
(4) Quimby, 1952, p. 103,




— 16 — R 1 B W % B A
PlfntE Minnesota MAEEE Rainy 1 _k#y Laurel Focus » BB T AR/ AR
B TR A o SR B B R LD » — A RARSREE » £ i SRRER3E o
S M Minnesota WERIILES] Mud Lake BEARHRE » $819710,000
TS » B2 B HTE ~ PHETE » T ERTE » SRS EE3E » HIRAT B.ARAR
B S 2 MU ST B 2 Beeh » AR R » BRI A R N RS
BRI [ » SRABTAEE LAY o f2 Towa M2 Fiil Amana 304k » RIBTRCT 84 -
R N HR SRS » 72 Trempealean Focus 28 » A BT EITE 2 B THAES; o 3 -
7 Middle Woodland I#] » 7 Minnesota N Ib#MIE> Blakduck Focus »
(B s B 9 0 [ T80 » ELAT P » st 5 AT FHER (subfloor pits) » B
B o FEEMILM2 Arvilla Focus » SREEHTE » 5tE - IREHAL o EiR
TR E R » BESH 100 2 200 IR » FLHI 5 E25IR » BEHBEAER » IRERE
o PAAT H R A R » P IR AL Y 3R > SRR T X R IERI 2]
oo AR o

WAL A > fIEH - 4k Dakota FiM 2 sh S G DIE I gk » FEHE
HIT -t > BEEAE 1 B12RZ M o FFB TR AR 2 MRS RS » IEsrE @ o

Tife Missouri I Filf » & Hopewell ZCALIFTE » 3 Ze45 HORE AR EE 2 b 2
HEN » ARERLEE » BEFEREHIE » WFMH - FIREHR > RRsEll
+ > BRA—ETERE® o

t#] Woodland Z4bfE Tllinois WAIRZ FREE R 4R ~ o ~ BadlZ Hopewell
WAL > REIZHIACAERAA REHUR” BB » SRR RIS
HeBREBE R — A B R L - BT RERREE > BFEEK 8 120 K
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Fig. 46: Distribution condition of Pre-historical sites at Shou Hsin.
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Fig. 48: Pace-measurements of the site of Ku Cheng Tzu.

Tig. 49: Paced-Survey of the site of Tao Chia Shih.
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Fig. 50: Pace-measurements of the site of Kiang-Huang-Cheng.
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THE MOUND CULTURES OF EAST CHINA AND
SOUTHEASTERN NORTH AMERICA

(English Summary)

by

LING SHUN-SHENG

I. MOUNDS IN THE SOUTHEASTERN UNITED STATES

In the Archaeology of the Eastern United States, the area from the eastern slopes
of the Rocky Mountains to the western shores of the North Atlantic Ocean, the
mound complex is one of the most important traits. The term ‘mounds’ has been
used in America in two different senses. By a number of writers it has been applied,
in a broad sense, to include not only the tumuli proper but also various other kinds
of ancient monuments. In a more limited sense, it refers only to the tumuli, or true
mounds, whether of earth or stone. Following the usual custom, the term is here
used in the broader sense, and hence includes the true mounds, inclosures or plazas,
walls, embankments, refuse heaps; and other fixed structures. (Hodge, 1960: 949)

Although the mounds are of various forms, they may be classed, with few ex-
ceptions, as effigy mounds, conical mounds, and pyramidal mounds. The conical
mounds are artificial hillocks, not mere accumulations of debris. The form is usually
that of a low, broad, round-topped cone varying in size from a scarcely perceptible
swell in the ground to elevations of 80 or even 100 ft, and from 6 to 300 ft in
diameter. Most of the burial mounds are of this type. The so-called effigy mounds
were constructed in the forms of birds, animals, serpents, and humans. They occur
mostly in southern Wisconsin and the immediately adjoining states, They vary in
length from 50 to 500 ft, and in height from a few inches to 4 or 5 ft. (Hodge, 1960:
949). A modification of the conical mound, known as the “truncated”, “flat-topped”,
or “platform” mound, occurring freely in the Lower Mississippi Valley, served as
bases for domiciliary and ceremonial structures and the houses of chiefs and sachems.
They are sometimes known as “house” mounds and “temple” mounds. (Shetrone,
1930: 33). The conical mounds are sometimes composed of earth and stones inter-
mingled, and in a few cases are wholly of stones; they are also, as a rule, depositories
of the dead, but burials also occur in the temple mounds and the effigy mounds.

The culture periods of the eastern United States Archaeology can be divided
into five phases as follows: (1) Paleo-Indian: earlier than 8000 B.C.; (2) Archaic:
Ca. 8000 B.C.-A.D. 100; (3) Early Woodland: Ca. A.D. 100-350; (4) Middle Woodland:
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Ca. A.D. 350-800; and (5) Mississippi and Late Woodland: Ca. A.D. 800-1700. (Griffin,
J.B. 1952: 352). In the Early Woodland period, the earliest burial mounds appeared
in the Mississippi Valley and were noted for the Adena Culture. Such mounds were
the evidence of the changes in religion and ideas regarding the dead. In the Middle
Woodland period, the largest burial mounds and earthworks were constructed, which
were represented by Hopewellian Culture in Ohio area. One of the most spectacular
developments of the Mississippi period was the appearance of the flat-topped mounds
of earth in the Mississippi Valley and its tributaries and in the South in general.
Those mounds, that, either square or rectangular in form, were mostly truncated
pyramids, with few exceptions of truncated cones, were used as substructures for
temples or chiefs’ houses. To reach the mound summits ramps or stairways were
used. Generally, during the latter part of that period, some Indians built tremendous
mounds sixty to one hundred feet high, within or around a plaza or central square.
(Griffin, J.B. 1952: 356-362)

(I) Efigy mounds

The Effigy mounds were mainly concentrated in the state of Wisconsin and the
bordering sections of Illinois, Minnesota, and Iowa, generally located along rivers,
streams or by lakes, There were three major styles of the Effigy mounds: One
was a small, dome-shaped mound; another was linear: and the third was the true
effigy mound, built in the outline of animals and birds. In the effigy moﬁnds the
burials showed a tendency to be distributed over an important focal point, such as
the head or the heart. Burials were placed in the subfloor pits of the mounds or
were deposited within mounds at various stages of construction. (Martin, 1955: 303—
305; Bennett, 1952: 114). The effigy mounds are believed to have had their origin
in sacred or religious observances, and appeared to be totemic in character. (Shetrone,
1930: 33). B

The effigy mounds were constructed in the forms of such animals as bear, deer,
panther, wolf, fox, buffalo, and turtle; and also in the images of birds, such as
eagles, swallows, and geese. Two or three examples represent the human form.
The effigy mounds vary greatly in size, and they occur mainly in group ‘with
conical and linear mounds. The conical mounds range from a foot to 25 feet in
height and from 10 feet to 100 feet in diameter. Linear mounds are, as a rule, of
less height than the conical ones but often attain lengths of several hundred feet.
Conical mounds sometimes occurred in chainlike succession, with edges overlapping,
or connected by intervening linear forms. (Shetrone, 1930: 295-297).

The famous Great Serpent Mound is located on Brush Creek, in Adams County
in Southern Ohio. The length of the serpent is 1330 feet. The somewhat triangular
head gives the impression of an open mouth and spread jaw, in front of which is
an oval or egg-shaped figure which makes the serpent seem to be about to swallow.
It is not a burial mound. Presumably it had its origin in a religious concept.
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(Shetrone, 1930: 231-2). Another effigy mound of the Ohio area is the so-called
“Alligator Mound” or “Opossum Mound”, located near Granville, Licking County, on
Raccoon Creek. It measures approximately 250 feet in length with an original
maximum height of five or six feet. There is an elevated circular space connected
with the body of the effigy by a “graded way” which has been identified as an
altar. (Shetrone, 1930: 235).

Most of all, the effigy mounds were constructed in the forms of various animals.
An efligy mound was a burial and ritual place. Either the body of an effigy mound
was an altar, or an altar was built near by the mound, for the performance of
ceremonial behaviour functions.

(II) Burial Mounds

In the Early Woodland period, the Indians of the Adena Culture occupied a
region consisting of southern half of Ohio, northern Kentucky, southeastern Indiana,
northwestern West Virginia and southwestern Pennsylvania. The Adena Culture is
known mainly for artifacts, burial traits and structural features found in or beneath
the burial mounds. Mounds were mostly occurring in groups, but sometimes indi-
vidually. They were subconical in form and vary in hgight from a few feet up to
almost seventy feet. (Morgan, 1952: 86). Enclosures include square, rectangular,
and circular earthen embankments. The most common type is the circular earthwork
which varijes from about fifty to five hundred feet in diameter. These “sacred circles”
have a gateway, and an interior ditch which was partially formed by the removal
of earth to form the embankment. (Morgan, 1952: 86-7). The two most striking
mounds of Adena culture so far identified are the Miamisburg Mound, near the town
of that name in Montgomery County, Ohio, and the great Grave Creek Mound in
Marshall County, West Virginia. The Miamisburg Mound, the largest in Ohio, is
approximately 68 feet in height with a diameter at the base of more than 250 feet
and is exceptionally symmetrical in form. The Grave Creek Mound is 70 feet in
height and somewhat greater in diameter than the former one. (Shetrone, 1930:
168-9, 242-3).

The arrival of the Middle Woodland was recognized by the appearance of cul-
tural materials which were associated with the Hopewell culture of Ohio and in its
broader manifestations often referred to as the Hopewellian phase. The Hopewell
Indians in Ohio lived mainly along the major rivers. They were the “Great Earth-
work Builders”, erecting enclosures of two general types, the geometrical earth-
works and the hilltop enclosures or “forts” The former, located in the valleys,
include circles, rectangles, octagons and combinations of these forms. At the larger
sites, such geometrical enclosures were often connected by long parallel walls of
the earthworks, some with interior ditches, varying from several feet up to sixteen
or more feet in height and often broken by a number of openings or “gateways.”
Burial mounds vary considerably in shape and size, ranging from small sub-conical
or elongated mounds to large elongated mounds up to thirty feet in height and two
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hundred and forty feet long. Earthworks may enclose from ten to fifteen acres to
over a hundred acres. Some of the well-known mounds of this kind were the Tremper
Mound, Hopewell Mounds, Mound City Group, Edwin Harness Mounds, Seip Mound,
Turner Mounds, and the Marietta mounds. Those geometrical enclosures and
mounds were used as centers by the Hopewell peoples for social, religious and burial
purposes. (Morgan, 1952: 88; Martin, 1955: 267; Shetrone, 1933, 188-194).

(III) Temple Mounds and Plaza

The cultural expansion of the Mississippi Period may be said to begin with the
appearance of the temple mound and plaza in the Southeast. In the Mississippi
Valley each site was essentially riverine. Each consisted of a plaza or central
square, one or more pyramidal mounds The pyramidal mounds were utilized as a
substructure for the important buildings of the community, such as temples and
chiefs’ houses. A ramp or stairway of earth or logs led to the summit. Such
mounds were built one over the other in successive layers. Possibly some ceremony
existed in which the old temple was destroyed at fixed intervals and a new mound

and temple erected over it. Whatever the cause, the majority of these pyramidal
mounds were constructed in successive levels. These mounds were usually rectangular
or square (when viewed from above). Most of them were about 10 or 20 feet high,
although some were larger and were 30 to 60 feet high. Given below for example
is the Cahokia Mound Group in Madison County, Illinois, the great central tumulus
popularly known as the Monks’ Mound. It is a flat-topped, truncated pyramid, ap-
proximately 1080 feet long by 710 feet wide, with a maximum height of slightly
over 100 feet. It covers an area of about 16 acres. The great pyramid rose by stages
of four level platforms or terraces, with an apronlike projection extending from the
structure (Wray, 1952: 157). On the other hand, the great palisaded site of Aztalan
is located on the west bank of Crawfish River in Jefferson County, Southern Wis-
consin. The huge palisaded portion of the site has its long axis along the river,
extending for some 1600 feet, and in depth about 600 feet back from the river.
There is a small wall enclosing the mound area within the great palisade. In the
northwest and northeast corners of the area, inside the palisade, were two pyramidal
mounds, the former was 15 feet in height, with a level top of 53 foot square and a
long ramp—a simpler and smaller version of the Monks’ mound. A plaza lay in the
center of the enclosure (Bennett, 1952: 119, 120).

The Kincaid Site, along the lower Ohio Valley, consisted of sixteen mounds and
several areas of village habitations. The mounds were large truncated conicals and
pyramids, On top of the truncated conical and pyramidal mounds were temples
with clay banquettes which probably served as ceremonial centers. In the early
period of the Kincaid Site a few of the domiciliary mounds were built, but in the
middle period large domiciliary mounds were built and the houses were arranged
around a central plaza. The large truncated pyramid with a conical offset was
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then built. Mounds were arranged in a semicircle around a central plaza and the
houses were laid out in parallel rows (Maxwell, 1952: 188-189).

In the Mississippi period, the temple mounds were later than the earliest ones
from Mesoamerica and were also characterized by groups of four around a plaza,
superimposed construction, frequent eastward orientation of the principal platform
of a group, and capping by a temple structure (Wicke, 1965: 409). The mounds were
no longer used as graves for the dead, but as foundations of the temples or chiefs’
houses. The temple mounds and plaza were the heart of a religious center where,
it was assumed, the sacred governing caste of priest-rulers dwelt. The temple
mounds were often on the west side of the plaza, and the smaller mounds were

often placed opposite those major structures.

II. THE MOUNDS OF EAST CHINA

The so-called East China indicates that portion of China which, stretching from
the plateau in the west to the western coast of the Pacific Ocean, includes generally
the Huang-Huai (the Yellow River and the Huai River) plain of north China and
the plain of the lower valley of the Yangtze River of Central China, and the many
vestiges of ancient mound sites observed therein clearly point out the successful
growth and wide distribution of this mound culture in this vast area in the past,
especially in districts along the rivers or near by the lakes. The situation of this
culture here may be likened, in a good measure, to that of its counterpart of South-
east America. In accordance with records in the Chinese protohistory, such
mounds were in existence about 3000 B.C., during the time of Fu-Hsi ({k2%) and
Huangti (3%77), as reflected by the legendary narrative of the burial of Tai-Hao (%)
at Wan Chiu (% chiu means ‘mound’) and of the birth of Huangti at Shou Chiu
(#Fm). This study is generally based on the records of mounds found amidst
ancient historical books and other documents which include: (1) The mounds in
Chun Chiu (¥%#k) and Tso Chuan (Z{#); (2) the mounds in Shan Hai Ching (|L¥
#%) and other classical books and writings; and (3) the mounds in various provincial
annals. It has been found out through modern archaeological studies and excava-
tions that the mound culture had first moved, step by step, to the lower valley of
the Yangtze River, starting originally from the lower valley of the Yellow River.
Later when the Period of the Mounds of Ning Chen Mountains (BEHULUIK) arrived
about the time of 1200 B. C,, the Neolithic Age had already begun, while North China
was then in the period of late Shang and early Chou.

At present the archaeological study of the mound culture still remains in the
stage of preliminary investigation and experimental excavation. To date, we have
completed our investigation work of the six provinces of Kiangsu, Chekiang, Anhui,
Shantung, Honan and Hopeh. Presented below, province by province, is the result
of our investigations:
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(1) The mound culture of Kiangsu Province is called the “Hu Shu Culture”
(#cqk). It has been so called by many archaeologists on account that ancient
mound remains of this province were first discovered in the vicinity of Hu Shu,
Chiang Ning Hsien. ‘Tseng, Chao-chu (&, 1959: 47) states:

“The common characteristic of all such sites is that each consists of a raised
mound or knoll of earth above the ground, which we call the ‘terraced site’ Most
of them are circular or oval in shape, some in the form of a strip, and a few others
irregular in shape. Usually, the mounds are elevated six to seven meters above the
ground; however, there are some which are as low as two meters, and still others
which are heaped up as high as ten meters or more. The flat surface on top is, in
most cases, 6000-7000 square meters in size, but, in some cases, it is only 300 square
meters, and also in a few other cases, it is as big as 90,000 square meters.” The so-
called ‘Hu Shu Culture’ or ‘Terraced Culture’ is nothing but the mound culture. The
mound culture of the province of Kiangsu is divided into four areas for discussion;
namely, (1) The area of Ning Chen Mountains and the valley of Chin Huai River
(Z=HETT); (2) the area of Tai Hu (KM a lake); (3) the area of Huai and Yang
(#3%); and (4) the area of Pei and Hai (7%%). Altogether 241 ancient mound sites
have been found as of this date in the above four areas.

(2) In view of the fact that most of the surviving mound sites of the Neolithic
Period of Chekiang were found in the Hang-Chia-Hu (#%, 32, 1) low flat-land area of
West Chekiang, mainly situated on small hillocks or earth knolls, it may be said
that the geographical distribution of the mound culture in this province is similar
to that of the terraced sites in North Anhui and South Kiangsu. So far, four sites
of ancient mounds have been found in this province.

(3) The northern part of Anhui Province is situated in the lower valley of the
Huai River and abounds with lakes, therefore many mounds are extant in this area,
which are called the ‘lonely heaps’ by the local people. Up to the present date, a
total of 21 sites have been brought to light in this area.

(4) In Shantung Province, a great number of the surviving mounds or knolls
are found in East Shantung, the area that lies south of the Yellow River and east
of the Grand Canal (GEjT), while those observed in West Shantung, the area west
of the Grand Canal, are less in number; and only a few are discovered in the area
north of the Yellow River. Altogether 30 ancient mound sites have now been dis-
covered in this province.

(5) Because East Honan, occupying the area south of the Yellow River and to
the east of the Ping-Han Railway (FHE#¥:), used to be the China Proper of ancient
times, therefore plenty of ancient mounds or knolls are detected in this area, while
relatively less are found in West Honan, the area west of the Ping-Han Railway
and adjacent to the mountainous region. The northern part of Honan lies north of
the Yellow River and is a plain, so quite a number of mounds are also found
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therein. As we are aware, there are at the present time 51 mound or knoll sites in
- existence in this province,

(6) The province of Hopeh is divided into South Hopeh and North Hopeh by
the Teh-Shih Railway (#F#1%), while the area stretching eastward from the Grand
Canal is called East Hopeh. Practically, the majority of this province are broad
expanses of level land, thus it may be imagined that there must be numbers of
mounds or knolls in existence in this province, Unfortunately, no extensive survey
has ever been made of this province, and so the discoveries, up to the Preset day,
have been not too many. As recorded in the local chronicles, there were over ten
mounds in existence in the district of the present Shu Lu Hsien (3EFERR) alone, which
is located near by the Shih-Teh Railway. In light of this, we believe that considerable
quantities of ancient mound sites may be turned up, if and when field investigations
are conducted in this province. However, at the present, only ten ancient sites ﬁave
been found in this pProvince,

LI. COMPARISON BETWEEN THE MOUNDS OF EAST ERN NORTH
AMERICA AND THOSE OF EAST CHINA

The Mounds of Southeast ern United States

The term ‘mounds’ is used in two different meanings in America, Many scholars
use it, in its broader sense, to signify not only the formal burials, but also various
other ancient monuments. In America, there are also remains of enclosures, or
commonly called the plazas, walls, or embankments, and other fixed structures, aside
from the genuine mounds,

Although the mounds of East America (Fig. 60) vary very widely in shape and
appearance, they may be generally grouped into three types; namely, the conical
mounds; effigial mounds; and Pyramidal mounds,

The conical mounds were, in fact, heaps of earth, specifically made by human
hands, and not common refuse piles. They are usually very low, but wide, and in
the form of a round-topped cone. They range from several feet to 80 feet, or
sometimes even to 100 feet above the ground in height, and from six to 300 feet in
diameter. The majority of the burial mounds are structures of this type.

The effigial mounds are mounds in the forms of birds, animals, big snakes, or
human figures, They are chiefly distributed in the southern part of Wisconsin and
its neighbouring states. Such mounds vary from 50 to 500 feet in length and from
several inches to four or five feet in height.

The generally known ‘truncated,” ‘flat-topped,” or ‘platfrom’ mounds may all be
considered as a variation of the conical mounds, They, occurring widely in the
lower Mississippi Valley, were formerly used as dwelling places, strugtures for
religious rituals or sacrifices, and foundations of houses of the tribal chiefs and
religious leaders. On account of this, they are, sometimes, also referred to as the
house mounds and temple mounds,
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The mounds of Southeast America were originated during the Early Woodland
Period about the time of 100-350 A.D.; the earliest burial mounds occurred in the
Mississippi Valley, with the achievement of the Adena Culture as the most famous.
During the period of Mississippi and Late Woodland, about the time of A.D. 800~
1700, the most prominent development was the appearance of the flat-topped mounds,
either square or oblong in shape, most in semblance of truncated pyramids and a
few in the form of a truncated cone, chiefly used as temples or bases of houses.
Such mounds were usually built with ramps or stairways for ascending to their
tops. Based on the foregoing, it may be concluded that the mounds of America
were finally developed into the stage of temple mounds from the original stage of
burial mounds, through the middle stage of effigial mounds. However, the mounds
of each stage were mostly used for burial purposes initially.

The Mounds of East China

The lower valleys of the Yellow River and Huai River and the delta of the
Yangtze River of East China are all areas of plains, similar to the Mississippi Valley
and its ‘tributary areas of East America in geographical conditions, and also produced
the mound culture. However, in accordance with traditions, mounds had existed in
the lower valley of the Yellow River of East China during the time of Fu-Hsi and
Huangti, about 3000 B.C.. From archaeological excavations, it is found out that
mounds had not come into existence in the area of the Yangtze delta until the arrival
of the period of late Shang and early Chou, about 1200 B.C..

To date, altogether 357 ancient mound sites have been discovered in the six
provinces of Hopeh, Honan, Shantung, Anhui, Kiangsu and Chekiang of East China.
In fact, 241 of these sites were found in Kiangsu province alone, of which as many
as 164 were found in the area of the Ning Chen Range and Chin Huai River, as a
result of the relatively thorough survey conducted in this area. This area is thus
taken as a sample for study by means of tabulating all the mounds discovered
therein. By application of both the rules the American scholars used in their studies
of the mound culture and their experiences, the mounds of this area may also be
divided into the following three groups: (1) Burial mounds—Most mounds of this
group are either circular or oval in shape, and have a flat top. Such mounds are
also called the ‘sacred mounds’ and some are prefixed with designatory surnames,
for example, the Hsia’s Sacred Mound (J k), the Shih’s Sacred Mound (HE=if
%) etc.; (2) Mounds of East China—Some mounds of this type date from 2 or 3
thousand years ago. However, some survivals still retain in their names words
suggestive of the objects in whose forms they were built. For example, some oval-
shaped mounds are called the ‘turtle mound.’ some long narrow mounds are called
the ‘snake mound,” etc.; and (3) Religious or temple mounds—A very large number
of mounds, with a big flat top, were used as places for worship and sacrifice. In
some cases, temples were also built atop these mounds, such as the “Tu Ti (i)
Temple Mound’, ‘Hui Lung An (4% temple or monastery) Mound,’ and the ‘Tai
Kang Shih (KFis: temple) Mound.’
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It is really amazing to notice, from the above comparison, that although the
mound culture of East China and that of East America were developed in two
different eras about 2 to 3 thousand years apart, they are as like as two peas.

1IV. THE ORIGIN AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE MOUND CULTURES

Records about “the ‘black earth tombs’ of Yen Chow (%ifi{),” “the ‘white earth
tombs’ of Ching Chow (% H]),” etc. are found in Yu Kung (%), Shang Shu (f3#).
With respect to these records, Ku, Chieh-kang (JEZEHI) states: “The word ‘earth’
appeared, in most cases, in conjunction with the word ‘tomb,” and the phrasing of
these two words in such manner may probably have meant the ‘mound.”” Thus it
is conceivable that the mounds may trace their origin back to the tombs.

The Chapter of Ming Kuei (#BE), Motze (#7F) states: “The Tsu (jil) of Yen
(I8) was comparable to the She-Chi (jikE#) of Chi (¥f).” In light of this statement,
both Kuo, Mo-jo (EFu=E) (1919: p. 19) and Granet (1926: 126) were of the opinion
that the ‘Tsu’ and ‘She’ were one and the same thing, originally used as burial
tombs and later also used as the ‘She’ for the performance of sacrifices to gods.
Such mound structures were then called the sacred mounds, and sometimes family
names were added to some of these mounds, such as the Shia’s Sacred Mound, the
Shih’s Sacred Mound, etc. '

In ancient China, the places where gods or ghosts were worshipped and sacrificed
to were called “Feng” (# making a mound of earth above the ground for sacrifices)
or “Shan” (j making a hard spot on the ground level and sweeping it clean for
sacrifices). Based on historical records, “She was made by raising a mound of
earth above the ground” during the time of Yu Yu Shih (#FHE), about 2300 B.C..
This clearly indicates the origin of the earth She (jit). Further, the records con-
tained in classical books and other ancient works in connection with the burial of
Tai Hao at Wan Chiu, Shao Hao's (#2) selection of Chu Fu (i # fu means ‘mound’)
as his capital, Kao Yang’s (#F5) making Ti Chiu (%) his capital, and Huangti’s
birth at Shou Chiu, reveal that mounds made by heaping up earth above the ground
had been in being as early as during the period of Fu-Hsi and Huangti, In accordance
with the conjecture of Shu, Hsieh-lin (#F=4k) (1950: 85), this culture originally
came from the Euphrates-Tigris Valley and was connected with the Feng-Shan
rituals of ancient China. The Book of Feng-Shan (#H#g#) says: “Secondly, the
masters of the land (or ancestors) were sacrificed to at Liang Fu (¥42), Tai Shan
(ZI1l a mountain). Since Heaven is disposed to cloudiness or obscurity, the sacrificial
place must be chosen below the high mountains, and atop a small hill, which is
commonly referred to as ‘Chih’ (W), while the earth becomes precious because of
sunshine, therefore sacrifices must be made at a circular mound in a swampy land.”
In view of this passage, it may be said that the ‘Feng’ ritual of the Feng-Shan
system of ancient China had to be performed on Tai Shan, and that there were
‘Shan’ sites at Liang Fu, Yun Yun (&%), Ting Ting (as2), Kuai Chi (fr#%)She
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Shou (fiFE), Shu Jan (7)), Kao Li (##) and Shih Lu (F5#). Based on his study,
Shu, Hsieh-lin (1950: 85-87) concluded that all of these ‘Shan’ sites were ancient
graveyards, where, it was believed, the spirits of the dead resided. Her conclusion
corresponds with the theory arrived at by archaeological studies and excavations
that the mounds were essentially burial tombs.

The mound culture of East China made its debut about the time of 3000 B.C. in
the lower valley of the Yellow River. The question as to whether it had been
brought in originally from the Euphrates-Tigris Valley remains yet to be ascer-
tained. This culture then spread southward and reached the lower Yangtze valley
about 1200 B.C.. Shown in Fig. 22, 63 are the human bones found from the burials
at the North Yin Yang Ying (JbLi&F545). At the same time, it also moved eastward
and finally arrived at the various islands in the Pacific, as Handy (1927: 176) said:
“That the primitive prototype of the holy of holies was a mound seems to be
indicated both by the use of the word ehu (pile) to designate this part and by the
form of the tapu part of tombs and temples which was generally a mound, terrace,
platform, or pyramid.” This culture was later distributed to Paracas, South America
during the third period of the archaeological history of south America, approximately
in the period between 400 A.D.-1000 A.D. and became another feature of the Pre-
Inca Culture of that period. As related by Hagen (1957: 30-34), at one place, more
than 400 mummy bundles of limbs of the dead were discovered in a very deep cellar,
indicating that it had been a bhig tomb of mass burials. With regard to its distribu-
tion in Mexico, Central America, Wicke (1965: 415) states: “We have copied Linnés
(1942, Fig 13) illustration of the excavation he did at Aljojuca in the Chalchicomula
district of Puebla (Fig. 62).”; and, with respect to North America, he says: “We
have redrawn, in Fig. 61 to the same scale and using the same symbols, a profile
of Mound A from Ford and Willey’s (1940, Fig. 8) report on the Crooks site in
Louisiana (Wicke, 1965: 415).” Mounds first appeared in North America during the
Early Woodland Period, about 100-350 A.D., and still remained in being in the Mis-
sissippi period, about 800-1700 A.D.. In a word, three to four millennia had elapsed
before the mound culture of East China reached North America, but it had finally
overcome the vast space between the two continents.

Today, the study of the mound culture on the trans-Pacific scale has gradually
arrested the attention of more and more anthropologists (Chard, 1961: 21-25).
But to resolve the many details of this subject, we should understand that the route
by land through Siberia and Alaska had not been the only way for travel and traffic
between Asia and America during the old days. Thus, we should first study the rafts,
outriggers, double canoes, and deck canoes of the coastal areas of East China, for
since times immemorial, such vessels had been used for travels along the coast and
voyages over the ocean. Therefore, instead of obstructing the traffic and travel,
the Pacific Ocean had, in fact, served as a thoroughfare hetween Asia and America
during ancient times.
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A. Serpent mound park (after Shetrone, 1930, p. 232)
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B. The Miamisburg mound (after Shetrone, 1930, p. 168)
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Plate 1

The Grave Creek mound, located at moundsville, west Virginia, (after Shetrone, 1930, p. 242)
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Plate IV

A. Croos-section of the central Seip mound (after Shetrone, 1930, p. 216)
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B. The Seip mound, Ross county, Ohio (after Shetrone, 1930, p. 5C)
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Plate Vv

A. Marietta mound and cemetery. (after Shetrone, 1930, p. 260)
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B. Map of the Morietta works by General Rufus Putnam, 1788 (after Shetrone, 1930, p. 10)
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Plate VI

Hamilton Burial mound viewed from north (after Rowe, 1952)
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B. The most common type of mound-builder construction (after Shetrone, 1930, p. 40)
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B. Birdseye view of Cahokia mound, Illinois, (after Hodge, 1960, p. 951)
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e Kilvert mound, Ross county, ohio, (after Shetrone, 1930, p. 28)
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Plate Vil

A. Monks' mound, Looking west (after Shetrone, 1930, p. 346)
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B. Reconstruction of a Coles Creek village (after Martin, 1955, p. 412)
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Site of Li-San-Ku-Tuei, An-Huei. Site of Chao-Lu-Tai, Ho-Nan.
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