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Fig. 1. Plan of Tz'u-Yu Temple at Sung Shan, Taipei.
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GREAT PROPITIATORY RITES OF PETITION
FOR BENEFICENCE AT SUNGSHAN,
TAIPEI, TAIWAN

(Abstrw)

Among the popular ceremonies of folk religion in Taiwan, the most common
and flourishing are the ‘propitiation for harmony’ (%) rites, or the so-called
‘pi-opitiatory rites of petition for beneficence’ (fi%75EE) for averting calamity, at-
tracting prosperity and harmonizing the surroundings. These great religious cere-
monies are actually compounds of several Taiwan folk religious rituals, and are very
sxg‘mﬁcant for the study of folklore.

This book is a detailed study, from the point of view of folklore research, of the
cereirionies of this type current in Taiwan. The bock is divided into three parts.

. The ﬁrst, using ceremonies of this type held at Sungshan, Taipei during 1983 as a

basis, gives a general description and also discusses in detail certain basic pr oblems
concerning popular belief and Taoism. The second part concentrates upon the pro-
pitiatory rituals observed at Sungshan. The third part describes thé conduct of this
type of rituals in various parts of Taiwan, and makes a comparative study between
and the Sungshan ceremonies; the overall conclusion is also added to this part. Due
to the voluminous contents of the book, the first part is now first being printed
separately.

I

Chapter I.. Introduction. Basic questions are explained concerning the significance
of ‘propitiation rite’ (E%); its aims, types, scope, frequency and variations. Changes
in the concept of ‘propitiation rite’ are then discussed: originally it meant to
‘worship deities’ (£fif); later it came to mean ‘formal rites performed by Buddhist
or Taoist priests to worship deities, and now in Taiwan it has come to signify ‘a
large-scale ceremony in a certain locality for supplicating and expressing gratitude
to deities.’

o -

Chapter II. General Discussion. (In two sections):

Section 1 describes the settlement and development of the Taipei-Sungshan area
from earliest occupation through the Ch'ing period and the era of Japanese adminis-
tration, up to the present day.

—161.—
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Section 2 describes the temples and folk-religious beliefs in the Sungshan area.
The largest temple is the T2u-yu Kung (3%ik%E) dedicated to T ien-shang Sheng-Mu
(R EZHRE) or Ma-tsu (§%ji), the goddess of seafaring; this temple has many devotees,
some 60,000 persons in 13 neighborhoods. The development of this temple is described
in particular detail, as well as the design of the temple and its administrative organi-
zation. At the same time, other small temples within this worship-area are described,
and some speciai features of popular folk belief in this district are discussed.

III -

Chapter III. The 1963 Ceremony at Sungshai. Description of special preparations

“and actnntLes in connection with the ceremony. This is the most important portlon

of this book, and is divided into 12 sections: .

Section 1 explains the reason for the ceremony being held in the Sungshan
district, and the determiration of the date when it should take place.

Section 2 delineates the main rites performed upon arrival of Taoist priests
from neighboring areas. Also included is a discussion of the various types of Taoist
priests in Taiwan, their functions and sects, and of the ti'ansmission of Taoism to
Taiwan. The sectarian affiliations, backgrounds and experxer‘ce of the Taoist priests
in charge of the Sungshan propitiatory ceremonies are also g'wen

Sect:on 3 describes the setting up of a “ceremony bureau” (#/5) for the ceremony.
This is a temporary organization for conducting the ceremony; its establishment,
organization and jurisdiction are explained in detail. :

Section 4 discusses the ‘team’ of Taocist priests (-=M). This most important

unit is one temporarily set up for the conduct of the particular ceremony; its organ-
ization, allotment of activities, etc., are treated in detail.

Section 5 describes the organization of the chigo-'an (EE3§). This is another
hierarchic ritual organization, of which' the members of the “cere.mony bureau” (see
Section 3 above) form the main body. The highest in rank in the chigo- t'an are the
‘four great pillars’ (PUkfE), and the second-highest are the ‘four small plllars (Y5
¥E). Below the ‘pillars’ come the #an-chu (Hi=: ‘altar masters’), who are in charge
of each Pan (3 ‘alter-stage, shrine’). Below this are about 100 persons comptising
the ‘chiefs of the votivelamps’ (:}#&%). Methods of raising- the special funds

necessary for the ceremony are discussed, as well as the relative sums necessary for
holding this type of ceremony in the past and at present.

Secfeqn 6 explains the significance of the preliminary invocation to the deities
and spirits of heaven and earth (FifHiiit) by the chief officiant of the ceremony.

This is to explam to the gods that the day for celebrating the ritual has been set,
and to request that they all be in attendance at the proper time.

Section 7 describes - the procedures involved in the preparation by- the Taoist

priests of the many papers required, such as ‘seals’ (Ff), ‘despatches’ (J), ‘charts’ -
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(3%), ‘memorials’- (), ‘decrees’ (%), “documents’ (Z&X), ‘charges’ (k) and ‘testi-

_monials’ ({HET).

Section 8. -Most propitiation ceremonies in northern Taiwan have eye-catching,
beautifully-constructed #an (3 large temporary alter-stages). On' this occasion at
Sungshan there were nine fan, dedicated respectively to the following deities: The
Jade Emperor (E£), The Tien-Shih (X, Taoist Immortal), The Emperor of the
North {jtﬁ), Kuan-Yin (35 ‘Goddess of Mercy’), Fu-Te (7E48 the f'u-ti or ‘local god’),
The God of Cities (##%f2), The God of Longevity (®ify), Matsu (or Sheng-Mu %),
and Tzu-Wei (4% a star deity). This section describes the setting up of these #an,
from the first ground-breaking work to their dismantlement after the compieﬁion of
the ceremony. _

Section 9 gives particular attention to the ‘lamp-standards’ (#5#). These’ lamp-
standards are set up at the ftao-ch’ang (3% ritual-performance area), and are
important objects: they signify to demons and gods of the spirit world fhe location
of the ritual area. They are constructed of several bamboo poles over 10 meters tall,

upon which are hung lamps and banners; the lamps act as a beacon at mght and

the banners as a signal by day.

This section first explains these lamp-standards and how they are erected. Then
it is shown that this type of custom is a form of “pole worship” (4K%%) which
originated in “tree worship.” It is further shown that this type of wind- catching

banner, in reality an ingenious man-made dev1ce for summoning the splnts, could
easily be transformed into a representation of spirits of the air.

Section 10 describes the manner in which mvocatlon is made first to the local
‘City God' (#%2) and ‘Earth Spirit’ (#uit) before the ceremony. This is because
once the lamp-standards which mark the ritual area are in placé, deities and spirits
may arrive at any time to invest the ritual "area, so the local deities who have
jurisdiction over the district must be requested to welcome the other spirits.

Section 11 discusses the Custom of the ‘inspection rite’ (§8Ef), which means
that before the ceremony begins, invitation to enter the ritual area and participate
in the ceremony is made one-by-one to the images of the gods in all the temples in
the ritual district, as well as images from well-known temples outside the district

‘which have some affiliation with this temple (and including also some images

venerated by private persons). People believe that the spirits participate when their
images undergo the ‘inspection rite, and this is a prime way of enhancing the
spiritual force of older images. ' .

Section 12 describes the arrangement of the ritual area (i&#) within the temple.
The ‘ritual area’ or fao-ch’ang is where the Taoist priests perform the rites, and is
an important focal point for the entire ceremony. Therefore, its arrangemént is
done with extreme care, and the work is undertaken 31multaneously by the Tamst
priests and the ‘ceremony bureau’ (see Section 3 above).
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The main task of the Taoist priests is the arrangement of the altar-tables
(iffiz) of the various deities. The entire tao-ch’ang is divided into two main
sections, comprised respectively of the ‘Three Inner Stages’ (=) ajxd ‘the
‘Three Outer Stages’ (=34#). The ‘Three Inner Stages’ section is the more
important and includes the “Three Inner Palaces’ (=#'%), the Palace of the
Jade Emperor (E££77), the Hall of Tzu-Wei (2£{%E2), the ‘Four Castles’ (IUJF)
and still others. Since there are many spirits involved, their positioning is
quite complicated. !

The main task of the ‘ceremony bureau’ is the positioning of the votive
lamps, of which there are over 100. The votive lamp or fou-feng (3142
“measure lamp”) derives its name from the fact that hulled rice is placed
in the fou (3} “rice-measure”) of the lamp. Other items, colored umbrellas,
lanterns, swords, mirrors, balances, rules, scissors, and copper coins, have the
double function of warding off undesired influences from the convoked, spirits,
and are a compilation of objects associated with curses in folk belief. The
votive lamp is a combined symbol of human life and instrument of imitative
magic; its object is to ward off evil, lengthen life and maintain harmony.
The ‘ceremony bureau’ also takes care of the storage place for offerings, and
the kitchen. It must also arrange for the many types of papier#niché objects
used in all parts of the ritual area, including 1mages of deities, edifices,
mountain peaks, and crnaments.

Finally, on the day before the curtain opens for the ceremony, all the
devotees must hang lamps and festoons at their own homes, and abstain
from eating food exoept vegetables, to show their devoutness and reverence.
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Plate 1

1. SEb MU s /8 Tz'u-yu-kung temple at Sung Shan, Tazipei.
SHEABEHHE Interior of Tz‘u-yu-kung on ordinary Occasions.




. GEEAHEHEIRE Arrangement of votive lamps in ritual area.
. FHENS Contents of main votive lamp.
. PG Contents of small votive lamp.




2, ¥4 14 Lantern standards (upper portion)
3 K & Deacon lantern for deities.
4, ‘& B B ‘Pleiades’ lantern for spirits,
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Plate 4

1. =5 Scrolls of the Three Pure Ones,
o

2. SN Altar of the Three Pure Ones in ritual area.
3. BiHALLER Guardian at temple entrance,




AESAREEY VIR $H5E Scrolls depicting the Four Realms, in ritual area,
1. Kl Dzities of heaven, 3. JkEjSE Deities of the water realm.
2. Hbff§skiH Deities of within the earth. 4. [EUIEh Deities of the temporal world.
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Plaie 6

1. :'_ffﬂi;'.Llf_L.ﬁ'r’fnilﬁ';: Place of the Incense Spirit.

2. "J_L?}L“E-'ﬁ]’;;'fg:'ﬂ}llﬁ!'i"\‘;: Place of the Tutelary Deity, in Taoist priests’ guaters
3. 7\43'%’1‘2{!I _Br‘azler for burning szcrificial paper ‘money’ N
4, [EFAREEREEE Lanterns and Festcors at devotees' homes.
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