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ASPECTS OF THE CULTURE.OF CH’U

(Summary)

CHUNG-I WEN

I

Ch'u, as a large and powerful country in ancient China, was very successful in
working on political institutions, economic systems and some aspects of the arts. If
we are going to believe that Ch'u was established as a state and constituted the
government by King Jo Ao FEF in 790 B. C., it had lasted about half a millenium
till its ending in 223 B. C.

Where the people of Ch'u Came from? We have not yet reached a conclusion. T
am convinced that most of the people were the indigenous inhabitants, except some of
the ruling class immigrated from north China. This can be demonstrated by historical
evidence and by archaeological implements discovered in south China in recent years,
particularly in several great cities such as Chang-sha £, Hsing-yang £18 and
Shouch’un ##. Both indicate that the Ch'u were only a branch of the Southern
People, perhaps one of the Indonesian in earlier time.

IL

In this discussion I have divided my paper into 6 parts, namely: The Formation
of the People of Chu, Feonomic System, Political System, Social Organization,
Literature and Art, and Myth and Religion.

As is well-.known, the State of Ch'u has been famous for using iron tools in
agriculture and iron military weapons in fighting. Some Chinese scholars especially
recognize that the latter were primarily created by the people of Ch'u. The use of
iron tools for agriculture had led this state to develop new techniques in the'
cultivation of paddyfields and in the construction of irrigation. Other things, like
registering the farm land and measuring the hill-forest land, were also put into
operation in 548 B. C. by the premiar, Tze Mu FA, of Chu This agri cultural
advance came about two centuries earlier than it did in the State of Ch’in.

The reform of land-taxation, the commercial and handicraft development, and
the growth of cities were a general trend in all big countries at that time. But
there were some special handicraft productions such as lacquers, textile fabrics,
scales, and brush pens, which are considered by experts of today to be typical
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