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A STUDY OF THE NAN-CHAO AND TA-LI KINGDOMS
IN THE LIGHT OF ART MATERIALS FOUND
IN VARIOUS MUSEUMS

(English Summary)

by

L1 LIN-TS’AN-

The Nan-chao and Ta-li Kingdoms (B§5g, <##]), which flourished successively
from 649 to 1253 A.D. in what is now Yiinnan Province in southwest China, has
left interesting articles which are to be found in famous museums in China, Japan
and the United States. Taking advantage of my connection with the Exhibition of
Chinese Art Treasures in the United States (1961-62), I was able to obtain photo-
graphs and study some of these materials.

In chronological order, we will discuss these materials as follows:

I. The Vimalakirti Sutra scroll in the Metropolitan Museum of Art. New York

City, N.Y., U.S. A, :

This Vimalakirti Sutra handscroll (HEEEFE#®), eleven inches high and twenty-five
feet long, gold, silver and colors on purple silk, with a beautiful frontispiece which,
from the point of view of art, represents a very: high level indeed. It bears a
colophon, dated 1119 A. D.,, by Kao T’ai-ming (#532fH), the Prime Minister of the
Later Ta-li Kingdom, which deals with the relationship between Sung-dynasty, China
and the Ta-li Kingdom dﬁring that‘very important period in history.

_This scroll bears the museum’s classification number M.M. A. 47-18.2, which
indicates that the museum acquired this article in 1947. It contains the original
sutra chapters 5 to 9, and has the following colophon at the last part of this hand-
scroll: (See Plate I)

“The Prime Minister of the Ta-li ‘Kingdom, Kao T’ai-ming (#Z&#), for the

Ambassadors of the Great Sung dynasty, Chung (Chen, Huang Chien ?) prepared

this section of the Vimalakirti Sutra, and hopes that they will be successful

in carrying out their mission and will return in safety to their Court, that

" they will receive blessings and emoluments, and will be free from fear and

danger in crossing the mountains and taking so long a journey. May they receive

the divine favor to the end that China and the distant Kingdom (Ta-li) hence-
forth for a thousand myriad years may never break off relations.

— G5 =
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Record in Wu-hsu (jBE) yvear which in the 9th year of the Wen-chih (%35)
reign, the last month of Winter, the first day. (i.e. January 13, 1119 A.D.)
Yin Yiin-fu (FSEE), abbot of the Fu-ting monastery (#BIE3), encharged
with this matter.”

From this inscription we learn something about both the Ta-li Kingdom and the

Sung Court: '

1. Since the 9th year of the Wen-chih reign-title is identified with the Wu-hsii
vear (1118-1119 A.D.), we know that the reign-title was assumed in 1110-
1111 A.D.

2. Starting from this point of reference, we can see that the reign of Tuan
Ho-yii (B¥#0%%), the second emperor of the Ta-.li Kingdom, must have the
following chronology: '

a) He came to the throne in 1108 A.D.—the second year of the Ta-kuan il
reign of the Sung emperor Hui-tsung (FHH5). :

b) In the following year he changed his reign-title to Jih-hsin (H¥7) and
employed this Ititle for a single year (1119 A.D.).

'c) He again changed his reign-title to Wen-chih in 1110 A.D.

d) In the 9th year of the. Wen-chih reign (1118-1119), the Prime Minister
Kao T’ai-ming made a handscroll copy of the Vimalakirti Sutra and
gave it as a greeting to the Chinese ambassadors returning to the Sung
Court. j

3. From the names of the Ambassadors only one character Chung ## still re-
mains in the colophon, but with the aid of records included in the Nan-cﬁao
Yeh-shih #5585 %, we can fill in the three blanks so as to read “Chung Chen,
Huang Chien @R, and thus complete the scroll.

4, A new Chinese character “B” (Kingdom), invented by the T’ang dynasty
empress Wu Tse-t'ien ZXHIFE (684-705 A.D.), had been borrowed by the Ta-li
people at an early time. By the date of our document, it had come to be
used only in a special sen e to designate the Ta-li Kingdom; and the normal
character “H®” (Kingdom), was employed for designating China. From this
distinction, we can draw an inference about the mentality of the Ta-li
people; for the character “Bj” involves an expansive and very proud mean-
ing—representing, as it does, government of the “eight directions”.

I. The Bronze Image of Avalokitesvara in the Fine Arts Gallery, San Diego,
California, U.S. A. (Plates II, III, IV) '
This is the only image, so far as we know, which bears an inscription on the

body. It is 173/, inches high and 2/; inches wide. It is of gilt'bronze, and much of its

original red lacquer covering remains. The -inscription can be tfahslated as follows:
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“The Emperor Tuan Cheng-hsing B8 paid for the casting (of this statue) for
the Princes Tuan I-chang-sheng B¢BFE#Z and Tuan I-chang-hsing BB ESE and
made this record. We desire that our measure of prosperity be as the grains of
sand in number., May we preserve our fortune for a thousand springs; and may.
our posterity by the signal (favor) of Heaven and Earth (?), continue for ten
thousand gene'rations.”

From this inscription we learn that the statue was cast at the expense of Tuan
Cheng‘-hsingl‘, the third emperor of the Later Ta-li Kingdom. Since he reigned from
1147-1172 A.D., Avalokitesvaras of this type must have been cast at that time. In
Chang Sheng-wen’s long handscroll (cf., I, infra), unit n. 100, there is an “I-chang
Avalokitesvara”. (BEfE#:E). We cannot yet know how close a relationship thére
was between painting and sculpture, but we do know that the Meng family of Nan-
chao Kingdom worshipped the “eleven- headed Avalokitesvara” -+—illiE as a tutelary

" divinity, and the Tuan family of the Ta-li Kingdom used this Avalokitesvara—
called The Luck of Yiinnan—in the same manner.
. Chang Sheng-wen's (iEHE) Long handscroll in the Palace Museum. Taiwan.

Republic of China.

This long handscroll of Buddhist images (#¥5{#%) was painted during the Li-
chen g reign-period (1173-1176 A.D.), for Tuan Chih-hsing B¢E'#, the fourth
emperor of the Later Ta-li Kingdom. It bears an inscription by the monk Miao-
kuang #3€. It is dated in the 5th year of the Sheng-te #4& period, which corres-
ponds to the 7th year of the Ch™un-hsi ¥#FE period of the Sung emperor Hsiao-tsung
thazes namely in 1180 A.D. It was painted by Chang Sheng-wen, an artist of whom
nothing else is known. Perhaps he was an indigenous painter who followed the
traditional style of Chinese Buddhist Art.

Fifth-three feet long and twelve inches wide, in colors and gold on paper, this
long handscroll can be divided into four parts: (Plates V—XXXVIII)

a. Imperial processions—appearing at the hegii?ning and end of the scroll;

b. Numerous Buddhist images—including devas, dragon kings, the sixteen arhats,

- atd.;

c. Twenty Avalokitesvaras of different types;

d. The Six Patriarchs of the Ch’an school and several Ta-li monks and laymen.

The Ch’ien-lung ¥ emperor (1736-1795 A.D.) told us that this long hand-
scroll was damaged by water and remounted during the Cheng-t'ung E#f period
(1436-1449 A.D.), and that many of its pages—or units—were then put in the wrong
place. ‘This emperor considered that this work had originally been in the form of a
handscroll but that, at the time. of its remounting during the Cheng-t'ung period,
it had been reshaped into an album and that, before coming to the palace, it had
again been formed into a handscroll.
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) Unfortunately, our research on this masterpeice does not allow us to agree with
His Majesty on' this point. In our opinion, this work was originally an album
similar to the modern Chinese sutra. Such albums are designated by a special term—
“Fan-chia-chuang” (#%k#¥5)—and they form continuous albums that can be read (or
chanted) from beginning to end, turning_ the pages over one by one, making use of
a barrilboo slip especially prepared for that purpose.

We reached this conclusion by two distinct arguments. In the first place, there
aye pairs of decorative symbols which occur in alternating succession at the top and
bottom of successive pages. A vajra (diamond vajra) and a bell regularly alternate at
the top, aﬂd a cloud and flower at the bottom. This feature suggested that single
units have a definite motif of pattern, which differs from the squence of the hand-
scroll. In the second place, paying special attention to the first scene (units 1-6)
and examining its composition, we note that, though the six units taken together
represent a single impérial procession, it is broken up into groups which are gathered
together at the centers of the units so that no single figure—especially no face—
occurs at the juncture of two units. ’

We have consequently divided this long roll into 134 units and have numbered
them consecutively from left to r1ght, so that a given unit may be more readily
identified. -

The Ch’ien~1unglemper0r, who was the first one to note that there are many
wrongly placed units in this long roll, first picked out the imperial processions which
he had an Academy painter copy and to which he gave the title “Barbarian Kings
Worship Buddha” #=7&{#:[E. He then asked the Chang-chia Khutukhtu FEZZH-EITEHE
to arrange the' other parts in order. As the Chang-chia Khutukhtu belonged to the
Yellow sect, Lamaism, he followed his Tibetan system in his arrangement. Checking
his order with the records of the Mi-tien-chu-lin F¥#k (preserved in the Ch'ien-
ch’ing Kung ¥ ), however we find that they do not entirely correspond; for many
vajras and bells, as well as flowers and clouds, are grouped together in the Khutukhtu’s
arrangement, and many Ta-li monks and laymen are not listed in this new catalogue.
For these reasons, his reconstruction seems not to have been a successful one.
Perhaps this is because the long roll did not originally belong to the Tibetan system
in its entirely.

I, myself, lack the necessary knowledge in the religious field to attack this prob-
lem from that point of view; but, by dint of patient study and by studying the
order of the decorative motifs, I have been able to arrive at a few tentative con-
clusions. For instance, placing NN. 36 and 37 after 31 makes the sixteen Arhats
occur in the Chinese order; and reorganizing numbers 73-77 (73, 74, 77, 75, 76) gives
a more perfect order of the “Twelve Vows of Buddha Bhaisajyaguru” (S&ifif-1 %
#b BKf) and keeps the decorative motifs in their proper positions, and so on. With
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these patterns serving as a criterjon for reconstruction, we feel confident we may
eventually be able to restore this long roll to its original erder; and such a restora-
tion will give us a foundation for a somewhat better understanding of the history,
religion and art of the Nan-chao and Ta-li K:ngdoms : N
Within the 134 units, we have paid special attention to NN. 55 and 103 Unit
number 55 deals with matters that cause much confusion to scholars in this field;
(vide.infra Conclusions) and unit number 103 is very important to the history of
the Nan-chao Kingdom because, under the eleven-headed Avalokitesvara there are '
fifteen Worshippers‘standing in two lines—the two women in the left-hand corner
have been indentified as the wives of Ch'i-chia Wang ##=+ and Hsing-tsung Wang :
B2, and. the remaining thirteen figures constitute the cdmplete Iist of the Nan-chao .
emperors, each of which is identified by a Chinese label in which most of the char-
acters are still legible.
IV. The “Nan-chao T’'u-chuan” A&, Fujii Yurinkan Collection. Kyoto, Japan.
The “Nan-chao T'u-chuan”, in colors on paper, is one (Japanese) foot in height
and nineteen feet and one inch in length. A long colophon, written by Chang Chao
iR in 1727 A.D., records the long history of Nan-chao and tells us that the
scroll was painted in 899 A.D. (during the reign of the emperor Sun Hua-chen Zf
{b¥) and was finished in 947 A.D. (in the first year of the Wen-ching 3% period).
Since Wen-ching is the reign title of Szu-ying B3E, a member of the Tuan B
family which had supérceeded the Meng family and established the Ta-li Kingdom,
it seems more probable that the original dates from 899 A.D., and that a copy of
this ‘'was made in 947 A.D. ,
_Miss Helen B. Chapin accepted this piece as a 12th or 13th centuxY copy of the
original which dates from 899 A.D. In my opinion, if we accept this opinion along
with the date given in Chang Chao’s colophon, we must distinguish at least three
works: . 3 F '
1) the original—painted during the Sun Hua-cheng period (899 A.D.) for the
last emperor of the Nan-chae Kingdom by his officers, Chang Shun #RlE and
Wang Feng-tsung FZEH.
2) an early copy—made by an officer named Yung Pao-hsmg #Hi&4T for the
Tuan famﬂy of the Ta-li Kingdom; and
3) a later copy—dating, in Miss Chapin’s opinion, from the 12th or 13th century.
Out of respect for Miss Chapin’s authoritative opinion, I have listed this 'scroll in
this position, placing it immediately after the Buddhist Images painted during the
years 1173-1176 A.D. But I would like to leave;: this question until I have personally
had an opportunity to examine this handscroll in detail and to study- the paper, the
colors, the bruchwork, etc.; then, perhaps, we can offer a more definitive opinion on
the date of this work. (See Plates XXXIX—XLV)
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This handscroll depicts three legends of the Nan-chao Kingdom. The first, and
longest, is the “Story of the Indian Monk”, which is also mentioned in Vol. 1 of the
Nan-chao Yeh-shih, where we read: _

“Hsi-nu-lo #pG@ also called Tu-lung-hsiao 1B, was a descendant in the 36th
generation of FHE Meng-hsieh-tu, the 5th son of FEHRXZEFHEITEEHEFE

 Ti-meng-hsieh, King Asoka, of the Magadha Kingdom in India under the Western
skies. His birth was accompanied by unusual signs. At the begining of the-
period Chen-kuan E(# (627-50) of Tai-tsung of T’ang, his father, 7% She-mang,
also called #ifin¥% Lung-ch’ieh-tu, fled with Nu-lo from the Ez#: Ai-lao to avoid
danger They came to the Meng-she River 3¢4)ll and ploughed at (the foot of)
the #11 Wei Mountains. - ‘

One day, an old monk with handsome beard, capped by a red lotus turban,

wearing a surplice and carrying a begging bowl, came to Nu-lo’s house, begging

food. At that time, Nu-lo with his son i@# Lo-sheng-yen, was ploughing at
the foot of Wei Shan. The latter’s mother and wife, about to take food to the
men in the fields, saw the monk begging. Consequently, they fed him and again
cooked something to take to the fields. But the monk still sat there and did not
go away. When the mother and wife, carrying the food, had come midway,
the monk was already there and once more begged for food. The mother and
wife again gave him the food and returned to cook more. Carrying the food,
they reached Wei Shan. Then they saw the monk seated on a flat rock. Before
him was a blue-green ox, to the left, a white elephant, and to right, a white
horse. Above, he was canopied by an aura of clouds; and in the clouds were
two boys, one holding an’iron staff to the left and one holding a square gaold
mirror to the right. The mother and wife, both frightened and joyful, -again
offered him (the monk) the food they had prepared. The monk asked what they
desired, but they did not know what to reply. The monk said: “Your descen:
dants will follow ome after another (on the throne)”. When (the ladies) had
hurried away, Nu-lo and the others came up, but then there was to be seen only

a man holding a bowl, seated among five-colored clouds; and on the flat rock
were left only the marks of his clothes and the footprints of the oX, elephant
and horse. Nu.lo, from this time on, had extraordinarily good luck.”

Chapin, Yunnanese Images of Avalokitesvara. Harvard Journal of Asiatic
Studies. Vol. 8, N. 2, August, 1944..
The second story is the “Legend of the Iron Pillar”:

“Soon after, the T'ang (Court), having invested RfE#R Chang Lo-chin-ch'iu,
King of B%® Chien-ning Kuo, with the office of ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ-}cﬁ&fﬁ Shou-ling Ta-chiang-
chun (Commander-in-chief), the King recast the iron pillar set up at BHE Pai-y'ai'
by #ERE Chu-ko, Marquis of Wu, which in the course of time had split and
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deteriorated. When the community were making offerings to the pillar, the bird
carved out of gold which had formerly been at the pillar’s summit, suddenly
able to fly, alighted on Nu-lo’s shoulder.* All were flor-bidden to move. At the
end of eight days, it went away. The crowd, astonished at the prodigy, said
that Heaven was enjoining something. Chin-ch’iu consequenily married him
(No-lo) .o his daughter, and the whole realm obeyed him (Nu-lo).”

Chapin, op. cit. pp. 149-50
* both the Nan-chao T’u-chuan and another text handscroll all 1ndJcated'_ '
that this was Lo-sheng-yen not his father Hsi-nu-lo.

The third story tell us something about the Lake God who settled by the Ta-li city:
“The west section of the PEJE{W Hsi-erh River is like an ear, the ear of the Great
 Sea. The River-god (Lake God) has a gold conch and a gold fish. The gold fish

has a white head, on which is a wheel. Then (two) poisonous snakes surround

them (the conch and the fish) and keep them to left and right respectively.

(The river) divides into two streams (i.e., the Mi-hsieh-ch’éi and the I-fu).”
Chapin, op. cit. p. 170

From this legend there arises another story, dealing w:th Tuan Chih-cheng B¥iR¥K.

It goes as follows: _

“At the Erh Lake (Hsi-erh .River) 5% during the T’ang period Ehereu'wéts a
Snake Demon called Po-chieh ##]. He prodiced a big flood in order to drown
the people of Ta-li. The Meng emperor declared that, to anyone who could kill
the Snake Demon, he would give half of the national treasury and would dis-
pense his posterity from all of the services which they would otherwise have to
perform for the country. . .

A brave man named Tuan Chih-cheng desired to k11[ the Snake Demon. He tied
many swords about his body and cast himself to the bottom of Erh Lake. The
Snake Demon swallowed him; and both were killed and the flood then ceased. .
. The Meng emperor ordered his people to rip open the stomach of the snake and
to take out the bomes of Tuan Ch’ih-cheng. He buried them and erected a
pagoda over the burial place. He burned the bones of the snake to ashes and
used them to whiten the pagoda. Therefore, the pagoda was called the “Ling

’I‘a” WX or “Divine Pagoda”.” :
—Nan-chao Yeh-shih—-

These legends, especially that of the golden bird on top of the iron pillar which
is so closely related to the myth of the Sun Bird, are very interesting and important
‘for. comparative studies in the field of ethnology.

Some Conclusions

From: our study of  these materials in above, we have come to the following
conclusions: - '
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I. From the point of view of ethnology, we note a close re:lationship between

the Nan-chao and the Lo-lo people.

1. In unit number 103 of Chang Sheng-wen’s handscroll,.some emperors have
towering crowns and others have topknots; and, in units 3 and 4. the officers
wear funnel-shaped hats. Such hair-dressing is still employed by Lo-lo, who
call their topknot the “Celestial Bodhisattva” X and pay great respect to
it. The towering crowns of the emperors and the funnel-shaped hats of the
officers both symbolize protection.

2. The bare feet of the emperors remind us of the Lo-los of the Ta Liang Moun-
tain &Il who still maintain. this custom and who, when they capture
Chinese to make slaves of them, usually iron the soles of their feet to make
them thick-skinned so that they can walk in the mountains in their bare
feet. .

3. The name-giving system employed in their records, in which the last part
of the father’s name becomes the first part of the son’s (ZFHh#hl), is like-
wise employed by the Lo-lo, who call it “P’an-ken-ken” ##R#R, i.e., “asking
the source of one’s generation”.

4. Both the Nan-chao people and the Lo-lo wore the/ wool top-coat called “Ppj.
chan”(#%) by the Chinese. In unit number 2 of the Chang Sheng-wen’s roll,
the general wears such a top-coat, is bare-footed, and has a topknot on his
head. Checking with historical records in the Ling-wai Tai-ta $5/MU0Z& we
learn that—both the emperor and his subjects—were accustomed to wear such
topcoats, just as the modern Lo-lo do.

5. Both the Nan-chao and the Lo-lo are slave societies. That this is true of
the Nan-chao Kingdom can be learned from Chinese historical records, for
they always captured Chinese slaves form Szechwan and other places. And
the Lo-lo tribe of the Ta Liang Mountain still practice this custom even
nowadays.

6. Both are famous for good horses. The Nan-chao people produced the best
horses in their time; and the Lo-lo of the Ta Liang Mountain still retain
this tradition. They are famous not'only for breeding, but also for expert
training of horses.

7. Both are noted for bravery. The Nan-chao twice defeated the T’ang armies
in battle; and the Lo-lo are still fampus for their bravery. Weapons illus-
trated in units one and two of Chang Sheng-wen’s handscroll tell us some-
thing about the wars between the great nations.

8. They have similar funerary cereménies, both the Nan-chao and the Lo-lo
cremating their dead. !
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From the foregoing eight cultural traits, we may assume that the founders of
the Nan-chao Kingdom were very closely related to the ancestors of the modern
Lo-lo. The relationship is, at least, much closer than that which many Western
scholars have suspected with the Thai people. Since the subject is still open to
discussion, we are offering our opinion based upon Ta-li materials in the hope that
it may shed some new light on this question. .

II. From the historical point of view, besides determining some reference points
in Nan-chao chronology, we have solved a problem involving the use of the term
“Maharaja” EESUHEE.

The term “Maharaja” occurs three times in Chang Sheng-wen’s handscroll:
(1) as a dominant figure in unit number 55, with his title in Chinese EES#LIE: in the
upper righf corner; (2) in number 41, as a buddhist worshipper seated in the lower
left-hand corner; and (3) in number 103, as a bare-footed and topknotted emperor of
the Meng family, with his posthumous title in Chinese reading “The Wu-hsiian
emperor EE7i’—not, as in the Nan-chao Yeh-shih, “Hsiian-wu emperor...”. -
~ -Moreover, this term appears also in the Nan-chao T'u-chuan FEiZEElE (Fujii
Yurinkan Collection, Japan). On this handscroll we find a double title: The Chinese
itle BESREE. .. Maharaja... On the top and, on the bottom, “#fs ZEKEE”, which
means “The emperor, (belonging to the) Meng (family), Lung-hao”.

In-Vol. II of the Nan-chao Yeh-shih there is a description of a pagodacalled
Ch'uan-hsin Ta £R#%, which states: “this pagoda was erected in the suburbs-of
Kunming B8 near a ferry. Beside the pagoda there was a stele inscribed “Stele
(Commemorating) the Meng (family’s) Maharaja’s Treaty ZEEESTIEREEr ", The
Meng emperor made a treaty with 37 barbarian =-}-£###} leaders at this place.

Thus we know that the Maharaja title was employed by the Meng emperors as
early as 877-897 A.D., and that it was not, as many scholars think, only conferred
on Emperor Hsing-chih of the Tuan family BY#%E by the Yiian-dynasty emperor
Hsien-tsung o452 as' late as 1325 A.D.

A reasonable deduction would probably be that the Emperor of Nan-chao employed
the title “P’iao-hsin FE{E” from Burma, 275 Huang-ti from China, and the Maharaja
from India, because in Sanskrit, Maharaja means the “Great King”. So, when the
Mongol army conquered Yiinnan, the tiitle “P’iao-hsin” and “Huang-ti” could no
longer be used; but the Tuan family was still able to employ the title “Maharaja”,
which would not cause trouble with the Yiian-dynasty rulers.

_II. From the point of view of religion, an interesting question arises, namely
whether or not Chang Sheng-wen’s roll includes images from the Chinese Secret
Sect of Buddhism.

The Secret Sect of Buddhist has long been divided by scholars into two branches.
One of ‘these is called the Tibetan Sect, “Ts’ang-mi” i#%, in Chinese. The other
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called Tung-mi J&%%, is the Japanese Sect. Since neither of these can completely
explain Chang Sheng-wen’s roll, we are obliged to consider what ‘was called the
“Hua-mi ZE®"” or Chinese Sect. During the T'ang dynasty, some masters of the
'Seéret_ Sect came to Ch’ang-an, the capital of T’ang-dynasty, where the doctrine:
which chey taught became very prosperous in the Middle T’ang period. It is quite
-pussibié rhat Nan-chao people received the Ch’an §# (Zen) and Secret Sect from
Chinese at that time. Since the complete series of images in this scroll cannot be
adequately explained by Miss Chapin from point of view of Indian Buddhism, nor
by the Chang-chia Khutukhtu from that of Tibetan Lamaism ror by the Japanese
system, it is possible that some of them may derive from the images of the Chinese
Secret Sect. If this is true, the importance of this scroll is very great, because the
doctrines of the Chinese Secret Sect have not been preached since the Yiian dynasty
(14th cencury) and, if we can trace them back to T’ang times through the images
of this Ta-li handscroll, it should be of great benefit for the study of the history of
Buddhism in China. As I personally lack the necessary knowledge in this field, I
am hoping that some other scholars may help us and thus this point may eventually
be made clear.

IV. From the point of view of art, a new series dealing with the art of South-
west China may be established. Up until now .the art history of Southwest China
has been a blank page. In addition to the materials discussed in this paper, attention
must bhe given to recent discoveries of earlier forms. The bronze materials of the
Chin-ning Shih-tsai Shan B ZE Il excavation could be as early as the Han dynasty;
and the Kien-chwan cave sculptures £l)I/5% belong to the T’ang dynasty. Of the
materials discussed in this paper, the Vimalakirti Sutra scroll is of the Northern
Sung period; the bronze Avalokitesvara, Chang Sheng-wen’s handscroll and the
Nan-chao T'u-chuan are of the Southern Sung period. So we would be very happy
if;a new art series for SW China (might we call it “Yiinnanese”?) could be estab-
lished from then, and abundant new material might be found in ./his area, and even-
cually, we hope they may offer much new material for a broader field of Chinese
Art History.

Moreover, after the publication of this article, the story of Nan-chao and Ta-li
may- increase with more research into the historical records, museum materials, and
the results of archaeological and ethnological fieldwork; the study of Nan-chao and
Ta-li culture will be_great['yladvanced and much more complete than it is now.
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