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The Sakizaya, regarded as subgroup of the Amis in the past, applied for fé

£

ethnic recertification successfully in 2007. By historical investigation, repre- ;;
senting the ritual and cultural tradition, the elites acknowledged their new £

identities. But gaps between the ethnic definition and knowledge of legends
exist between the elite promoters of the new identity and the masses. There are
no distinctive Sakizaya features that define the tribe, because the Sakizaya were
subordinated to the Amis tribe for more than one hundred years, and most
rituals and customs were assimilated by the Amis.

Some contradictions and conflicts among the Sakizaya elites could not
be reconciled before recertification. They attempted to construct exclusive dis-
courses by restating and representing the tradition as well as creating artificial
criteria to categorize the new ethnicity. Until now only five hundred Sakizaya
have officially converted their ethnic registration. It is controversial that elites’
enthusiasm couldn’t move their tribal people who had assimilated to be Amis.
This paper will explore the process of ethnic and cultural construction of a
newly ethnic recertified group. How do the promoters face the objections and
questions from the others and insiders? How do they shape a cultural image
under the still weak identification? This research on the effects and develop-
ment of recent aboriginal recertification processes will be of great help to com-
prehend ethnic policy in Taiwan.

Keywords: Sakizaya, culture, ethnic identification
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